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ENERGY ECONOMICS 


BOLIVIAN AMBASSADOR: EXPEDITE GAS PIPELINE CONS'TRUCTION 


Bolivian Ambassador 





Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuyu > 12 Jul 81 p 54 


[Text] Brasilia--Di>xnisio Banzer, the Bolivian ambassador to Brazil, told O ESTADO 
DE SAO PAULO yesterday that the gas pipeline to be built between Santa Cruz de la 
Sierra and Sao Paulo ought to be completed in 2 years instead of 3 as originally 
planned, so that the negotiations will immediately be bcought to a happy conclusion 
In his opinion, it is indispensable that the two nations find "more rapid formulas 
for interaction" so that "everyone will come out a winner from this episode, which 
has been under negotiations since 1978." 


According to the diplomat, the statements by American businessman Armand Hammer that 
he owns the Bolivian gas, "if they have been reported correctly," must be attributed 
"to the excentricities of a billionaire who is not familiar with the realities of 
Latin America." He added that Occidental Petroleum is rking for Bolivian Govern- 
ment Oil Deposits under the contract formula that includes risk clauses. Any result- 
ing production is sold to the government, which then deals with whomever it pleases, 
at international prices and without private interfezence. 


Friendship 


After saying that relations hetween Brazil and Bolivia “have always been excellent,” 
Ambassador Dionisio Banzer emphasized that they nevertheless need to be stimulated, 
and he gave an example: while the Bolivians buy about $120 million worth of goods 
from Brazil, the Brazilians buy approximately $25 million worth from Bolivia. The 
diplomat feels that as a result of his country's sale of gas to Brazil, the pattern 
of trade will tend to change, not in anyone's favor, “but for the benefit of all.” 
He declined to disclose the price at which the gas would be sold to Brazil, but he 
recalled that in all the contracts signed with other nations, there are clau es pro- 
viding for the updating of prices. 


He feels that within a year, the basic engineering stage for the 1,940-kilometer-long 
gas pipeline will be complete, and financial backers for its construction will be 
needed. He jokingly said that in that case, the U.S. billionaire Armand Hammer w 11 
be able to make his investments “under the terms of formulas still to be discusse ." 
Ambassador Dionisio Banzer is of the opinion that there will be no technical diff-- 
culty in buildirg the gas pipeline, since both Bolivia and Brazil possess "a high 





degree of technological capability." but he did not rule out the possibility of for- 
eign assistance “from financia] entities or excentric billionaires." As far as the 
diplomat is concerned, the impor-ant thing is that the gas pipeline should be built 

in less time than previously vianned so that no one will start suspecting that Bolivia 
does not want to sell the vorodvct to Brazil. According to the diplomat, the negotia- 
tions between Brazil and Boliv.a concerning yas supplies call for the daily delivery 
of 400 million cubic meters, "which may be increased for the convenience of both 
parties." 


Gas Reserves Said Reliable 
Saco Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese i5 Jul 81 p 25 


[Text] Rio de Janeiro--The Bolivian gas reserves committed to supplying Brazil's 
needs--11.3 million cubic meters per day for 20 years--have not yet been proven, but 
reservoir engineers at PETROBRAS [Brazilian Petroleum Corporation], who have ex.mined 
the dovosits in Bolivia, assert that they are absolutely reliable and thus justify 
construction of the approximately 1,940-kilometer-long gas pipeline that is to be 
completed within 5 years. 


That information was provided by Paulo Vieira Belotti, manager of PETROBRAS, who re- 
futed the statement attributed to American billionuire Armand Hammer, owner of Occi- 
tiental Petroleum, that the Bolivian gas beiongs to his company and not to the YPFB 
(Rolivian Government Oil Deposits). 


Belotti participated in the first negotiations, in 1968, whick later resulted in the 
1974 Cochabamba agreement on supplying Bolivian gas to Brazil. He denied that Hammer 
had arrogated to himself the ownership of Bolivia's gas. He explained that Occidental 
owns only a small deposit of petroleum and natural gas in Bolivia and that for that 
reason, it had expressed ar interest in moving its future gas production through the 
Brazil-Bolivia gas pipeline that will link Santa Cruz de la Sierra with Sao Paulo. 
That is the information that Hammer actually sent to PETRORRAS managers in Brasilia, 
among them Belotti himself. 


Financing 


The Brazil-Bolivia gas pipelire will cost about $1.5 billion, said Belotti, and to 
ouild it, PETROBRAS will seek financing from the World Bank and the IDB. There is 
currently a basic enginee-ing design, valued at $2.71 million, that has been assigned 
to the Italian firm of Snam>rogetti, a subsidiary of the state-owned ENI [National 
Hydrocarbons Agency]. 


Bolivia's natural gas will replace the fuel oil--about 65,000 barrels daily--that is 
currently used by about 200 industrial firms in Greater Sao Paulo in the production 

of iron and steel, cement, and glass, among other things. According to Belotti, the 
substitution has a double advantage: environmental pollution will be reduced, since 
gas is cleaner than fuel oil, and the price of the product will be lower for consumers 
than the price they pay for fuel oil. 


Belotti said that there will also be sizable benefits for Brazil as far as foreign 
exchange savings are concerned. This is because Brazil will use dollars to pay for 











the gas delivered in Sao Paulo, deducting the cost of transportation from Bolivia to 
the Brazilian border. That price in dollars will be less than what Brazil would have 
to pay for additional imports of petroleum to produce the fuel oil needed by indus- 
tries located in Greater Sao Paulo. 


The cost of the adaptations that the firms would have to rake to use natural gas in- 
stead of fuel oil will be negligible, Belotti said, 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS BRAZIL 


BRASPETRO TO PARTICIPATE IN OIL EXPLORATION IN NICARAGUA 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 15 Jul 81 p 25 


[Text] Brasilia--Ernesto Gutierrez, Nicaraguan ambassador to Brazil, told O ESTADO 
DE SAO PAULO yesterday that BRASPETRO [PETROBRAS International, Inc] will be invited 
within the next few weeks to participate directly in petroleum exploration and exploi- 
tation in his country's basins and to start training courses for technicians from the 
Nicaraguan Energy Institute. The two organizations have just signed an agreement for 
that purpose on the basis of a protocol of intention Signed in Lima last 7 March be- 
tween the two ministers of mines and energy, Cesar Cals and Emilio Rappaccioli. 


According to the diplomat, a similar protocol was also Signed with INTERBRAS [PETROBRAS 
International Trade, Inc], which will provide assistance in the areas of wood (biomass 
studies for energy purposes, gasification, reforestation, and the production of char- 
coal) and alcohol (mixing that product with gasoline and “he setting up of a distillery 
with a daily capacity of 150,000 liters of alcohol). The CETESB [Basic Sanitation 
Technology Company] wiil sell a project for the utilization of effluents. In all those 
cases, Brazilian technicians are to go to Managua as quickly as possible. 





Agreements 


The documents signed in Brasilia were the result of a visit here by a Nicaraguan mis- 
sion headed by Deputy Minister Heberto Incer. In addition to what was signed, the 
visitors showed an interest in various kinds of projects in the sector of mines and 
energy. Ambassador Ernesto Gutierrez announced that proposals fer the CPRM (Mineral 
Resources Prospecting Company) to participate in gold mining in Nicaragua are being 
analyzed. Andrade Ramos, chairman of that company, returned from Managua a few days 
ago. Initially, the CPRM will conduct geological prospecting surveys, but in the 
future it is to take an active part in gold production in that country, which cur- 
rently exploits only 5 of the 26 mines in its territory. 


Before the protocol of intention was signed by Ministers Cesar Cals and Emilio 
Rappaccioli, a Brazilian mission headed by Carlos de Campos, special adviser to the 
Ministry of Mines and Energy, had visited Managua. That visit resulted in a number 
of agreements which, according to Ambassador Ernesto Butierrez, are gradually being 
implemented. As an example, he recalled that although UN experts have recommended 
other methods of making charcoal out of wood using steel kilns, "an item that is not 
produced in Nicaragua," the visit by a mission to Brasilia, Rio de Janeiro, and Sao 
Paulo resulted in a preference for the Brazilian technology, which uses brick kilns. 











An agreement in that connection will be signed with the Minas Gerais CETEC [Techno- 
logical Center]. 


Relations 


After praising "the excellent diplomatic relations between Brazil and Nicaragua," the 
ambassador said that in the near future, his country intends to ask Brazil's Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs for an increase in the credits previously granted to his govern- 
ment (from $25 million to $55 million) as a result of "the increasing number of agree- 
ments that have been reached." He explained that the desire of the Sandinists is to 
acquire a maximum of technology and equipment from Brazil, which he regards as "a 


nation profoundly friendly" to Nicaragua, "as it has already demonstrated on several 
occasions." 


In his opinion, the essential thing is that trade should be expanded in the area of 
energy. He also recalled that "the trend from now on will be for us to reach more 
and more understandings with Brazilian authorities" in that field. The ambassador 
announced that Managua is currently deciding on the main outlines of legislation to 
govern foreign investment in his country and that there will be definitions as to 
how Brazilian investors will be able to apply financial resources in Nicaragua. 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS BRAZIL 


PROALCOOL TO INCREASE AREA FOR GROWING SUGARCANE 
Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO BRASIL in Portuguese 14 Jul 81 p 16 


[Text] Brasilia--The goal of producing 10.7 billion liters of alcohol between 1984 
and 1985 is practically assured from the industrial standpoint. The big challenge 
for PROALCOOL [National Alcohol Program] now lies in the rural sector, where the area 
planted in sugarcane is to be increased from the current 1 million hectares to 2.5 
million hectares by the end of 1983. This was announced yesterday by the director of 
rural credit for the Bank of Brazil, the institution that is financing almost two- 
thirds of the country's program. 


According to surveys by the Bank of Brazil, 269 distilleries are currently operating 
in the country, and many of them are increasing their production capacity. In addi- 
tion, a significant number are being established with financing from the Bank of Bra- 
zil itself, the BNDE [National Economic Development Bank], and private banks. While 
he did not know the exact number at the time of the interview, Alessio Vaz Primo as- 
sured us that the projects approved by CENAL [expansion unknown] guarantee that the 
goal of 10.7 billion liters of alcohol will be met. 


Unjustified Criticism 


But establishing sugarcane growing on an additional 1.5 million hectares over the 
next 2 years will cost 150 billion cruzeiros at current prices, since the cost of a 
hectare of cane currently averages about 100,000 cruzeiros. 


According to the Bank of Brazil director, the criticism that subsistence crops are 
being replaced by sugarcane makes no sense at all. He pointed out that the 1 million 
hectares currently planted in sugarcane represent practically nothing compared to the 
50 million hectares devotece to grain. 


"We also cannot forget that a farmer does not plant sugarcane and then sit there for 
18 months with his arms crossed, waiting for the cutting season to arrive while his 
tractors and farm implements rust in the barn, In the meantime, he is planting other 
crops such as corn, rice, and beans, not only for subsistence for also to be sure of 
an income and guarantee use of the other factors of production; land, labor, and 
capital (machinery, implements, and so on). So PROALCOOL will be contributing to an 
increase in subsistence crops and even in crops for export.” 


As of the end of June, the Bank of Brazil had signed for 204 distillery projects, 
approved 8 others, and had 42 more under study for a total of 254. The expected 
investment totals 155,379 million cruzeiros, and production will amount to 36,162,000 
liters per day. The 212 projects already approved--204 signed and 8 waiting to be 
Signed--will produce 30.56 million liters per day when they are operating at full 
capacity. 
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ENERGY ECONOMICS CUBA 


NEW GASOLINE DISTRIBUTION, PRICING SYSTEM EXPLAINED 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 28 Jun 81 pp 27-29 
[Article by Roberto Casin Medina: "Is the New System Better?"] 


[Text] When the new fuel distribution system goes into effect 1 July, an old habit 
will die at the gasoline pumps. The old phrase of "give me five" will no longer be 
heard and, because of the decimal metric system, gallons will give way to liters. 


This conversion is one of the outstanding notes of the new distribution system 
which, contrary to what some skeptics thought, does not change the amount of gaso- 
line that the owners of cars, motorcycles and other vehicles receive. 


For example, those who have received 10 gallons will be entitled to coupons (new 
denomination) for 38 liters, those who had a quota of 20 gallons will receive ‘/6 
liters, etc. 


Some 186 pumps marked in liters will be installed in gasoline stations in the capi- 
tal. Where those that only measure in gallons continue in operation, signs with 
the equivalent quantities and prices will be displayed. 


The new system involves some changes for private owners. Instead of a j-month 
quota, there will be a quarterly quota. The coupons will expire annually which is 
unquestionably a benefit. 


Each driver will pick up his coupons at the service center he has habitually gotten 
them from without having to pay for the gasoline. He will pay for it when he re- 
ceives it. 


For state vehicles, the service centers will demand the corresponding coupons wich 
are imprinted on the back with the enterprise or unit plus the cost in cash of the 
liters purchased. 


In a visit to the Provincial Directorate for Service Centers in Havana City, com- 
rades Jose M. Hernandez and Carlos Mier, assistant director and chief of the econo- 
mic department respectively, insisted on the need for the coupons to be imprinted 
on the back or to have the code, name and sector to which the enterprise that issues 
them belongs typewritten on them. They stated that if this requirement *- uot met, 
the gasoline will not be pumped. 








The strictness of the measure is justified by the careful control that the introduc- 
tion of cash in the accounting operations of the service centers demands. Their 
economic activity will increase in quantity and quality overnight with the applica- 
tion of the new system. 


Drivers in the so-called private productive sector--that is, the Freight Operating 
Enterprise, ANCHAR (National Revolutionary Taxi Drivers Associat‘on] and ANAP [Na- 
tional Association of Small Farmers]--will receive their allotted coupons from their 
respective enterprises without any change in the present quotas. Like in the other 
cases, they will pay for the fuel in cash at the time of purchase. 


Ihe additional quota allocated to the private vehicles of Cuban and foreign techni- 
cians or professionals will continue based on the service they provide to their or- 
ganisms. These quotas will also be delivered quarterly at the service centers. 


The professionals or technicians who are under the so-called "tie" systen will re- 
ceive their usual quota from their enterprises through this more efficient distri- 
bution system. 


Will Price of Gasoline Increase? 


Some drivers have inferred that the price of gasoline will increase under the new 
distribution system. They say that the price of 1 gallon of special gasoline is 
now about 65 centavos while 4 liters--equaling 1 gallon--from now on will cost 7e 
centavos. 


Although it is not apparent, it is a numerical illusion. In the past, 4 liters 
equaled 1 gallon to make the mathematical conversion less complicated. Actually, 
1 gallon equals 3.785 liters. Therefore, when you "pump" 4 liters of gasoline in 
your tank, you will really be getting 1 gallon plus a few tenths of a liter. That 
accounts for the slight difference in the price. 


The same thing happens with regular gasoline; 1 liter will cost 16 centavos. Gaso- 
line sold on the open market will remain at 2 pesos per gallon. 


The price for diesel fuel (gas oil) varies by province as follows: 
It costs 6 centavos per liter in Pinar del Rio, Havana, Havana City, Matanzas, Cien- 
fuegos, Villa Clara, Ciego de Avila, Santiago de Cuba, Sancti Spiritus (except the 


municipalities of Trinidad and Jatibonico where it will cost 7 centavos) and the 
town of Holguin. 


The price is 7 centavos per liter in Camaguey, Las Tunas, Holguin (except the capi- 
tal city), Granma, Guantanamo and the special municipality of Isle of Youth. 


Delivery of Coupons 


Mario del Toro, assistant economic director of the Union of Oil Distributing Enter- 
prises, explained: "In each province, there will be an agenmy of our enterprise 
which is responsible for supplying the coupons to the organisms. There will be 
only one for both Havana and Havana City. 








"Our idea is that, as of 20 June, most of the coupons are already at the agencies. 
In the remaining days of the month, all the consuming enterprises or units that 
used to #0 to the bank will pick up their allocations at these offices." 


Imagining myriads of paper, forms and gasoline coupons, I mentally toured the is- 
land, trying to reproduce, step by step, all the transactions that the Union ot 

Oil Distributing Enterprises has to carry out. As hard as I tried, I could not fi- 
gure out how so much could be ready in such a short time. Despite my concerns, 

the dialogue continues and other questions about the new distribution system are 
answered. 


[Question] Will special gasoline be sold on the open market? 


[Answer] That depends on our production limitations. We are behind in that sector 
so the open market has not been considered. 


[Question] I have heard of a tie between the enterprises and the service centers. 
How will that work? 


[Answer] Due to the fact that the new distribution system means an increase in mone- 
tary circulation and the complexity of handling cash, it was decided to establish 
credit relations between the enterprises and the service centers. In other words, 
you bill me periodically for what I consume and the enterprise will pay. In this 
case, the gascline would not be paid for at the time it is "pumped." 


[Question] When will those contracts be made? 


[answer] Right now they will be very limited until the Service Center Enterprise 
can create the conditions for this credit system. Naturally, it is harder than the 
cash system. 


To verify the importance and scope of the new system, I was shown an official docu- 
ment which stated: It makes a priori control of consumption on the basis of allo- 
cations possible. It establishes forms and systems of payment that are more in 
agreement with the Economic Management System. It permits better control of con- 
Sumption by the enterprises and better planning. It correctly differentiates pri- 
vate consumption from state consumption which makes better standardization and plan- 
ning possible. It eliminates irregularities in the use of coupons, forgery, theft 
and speculation as much as possible. 


[Question] Is this possibility really eliminated? 


[Answer] I would say that it is reduced to the minimum because now you need cash in 
addition to the coupons. You could forge the coupons, say, but that only gives you 
an option to purchase. Cash limits the irregularities. 


[Question] Couldn't an unscrupulous driver not purchase the gasoline but keep the 
cash and sell the coupons? 


[Answer] That depends on the real control of each enterprise and strictness in sales. 
[Question] Is there something that regulates this? 


[Answer] No. The system establishes quarterly coupons but purchases will be made 


by the drivers of the vehicles weekly, biweekly or monthly, depending on the nature 
of the enterprise. 
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COUNTRY SECTION INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


CUBAN DELEGATION ADDRESSES OCLAE CONFERENCE 
Nationalism, Anti-Imperialism 
Havana TRICONTINENTAL in Spanish No 75, 1981 pp 91-104 


[Cuban proposal to Anti-Imperialist Scientific Conference: "National Liberation 
Movement in Latin America, Caribbean"] 


[Text] The triumph of the Cuban revolution and the consolidation of socialism in 
our country initiated a new stage in Latin American and Caribbean history. Since 
then, the popular and revolutionary movement has rapidly gained strength while im- 
perialism and its allies have tried frantic political, military, economic and ideo- 
logical formulas in order to confront the new realities of class struggle south of 
the Rio Grande and to prevent the triumph of other revolutions of national and so- 
cial liberation. 


After the defeat of the counterrevolutionary invasion at the Bay of Pigs, Washington 
inaugurated a new hemispheric policy without abandoning its plan to physically des- 
troy the Cuban revolutionary process. 


The so-called Alliance for Progress was conceived as an aid program to alleviate 

the serious material problems in the region. At the same time, the United States 
imposed a stringent economic blockade and diplomatic isolation on Cuba. Different 
types of military confrontation with the revolution were tried, all with the objec- 
tive of stifling the development of the socialist project and neutralizing the influ- 
ence of the Cuban example in the Western Hemisphere. 


In his report to the First PCC [Communist Party of Cuba] Congress, Fidel Castro 
stated: "The time when the Latin American bourgeoisie thought it could find a way 
to avoid the changes which have occurred in revolutionary Cuba by resorting to il- 
lusory U.S. aid from the so-called Alliance for Progress is over. The experiment 
of an alleged ‘revolution in freedom'--when the United States tried to make Mr Frei 
in Chile show up the beginning socialism in Cuba--failed." 


The Cuban revolution made timely dununciations of these and other imperialist plans 
and all the steps that they have taken on the road to counterrevolution, deception 
and exploitation of the Latin American peoples. 


All the resources and formulas that ‘he United States used in over 20 years--the Al- 
liance for Progress and the other reiormist illusions, the reactionary coups, 


10 











military counterinsurgent aid programs, the Peace Corps and other forms of ideolo- 
sical and cultural penetration, the Marine invasion of the Dominican Republic, the 
destabilization of progressive governments and the assasSination and indiscriminate 
repression of populist fighters--could not stop the course of history on this 
continent. 


It accused Cuba of inciting popular struggles. It accused our country of exporting 
revolution and it believed that, by isolating the Cuban revolution, it could pre- 
vent the triumph of other revolutions in the hemisphere. 


The Second Havana Declaration in 1962 clearly defined our Marxist-Leninist positions 
or. the origin, development and historical inevitability of contemporary revolutions. 
They cannot be bought or sold, exported or imported, like merchandise. They are the 
result of the objective laws that govern the development of human societies. 


In the 1970's, several social and political processes began to gain ground, leading 
toward the national liberation of our countries. An accelerated radicalization of 
popular demands led to the polarization of political forces, revealing the nature of 
revolutionary and counterrevolutionary positions more clearly to the masses. 


Many different actions of the peoples and their vanguards counteracted different re- 
actionary governments and helped expose the deceptive reformist alternatives. 


The class struggle, the masses, the coumunist parties and the leftist organizations 
had victories and reverses in the 1960's. Through their actions, aS perhaps never 
before in the history of tneir struggles, the different expressions of the revolu- 
tionary movement accumulated much experience from the different efforts, heroism 
and tenacity which were comparable to the most famous feats in American tradition. 


In this way, a continental process with common roots and objectives began, marked 
by the common struggle facing imperialist and capitalist domination. The popular 
and revolutionary work steadily increased and spread socially and geographically, 
reaching its highest and best defined levels of struggle. The stage of open social 
revolution in the hemisphere in 1959 was fed by the blood and sacrifice of the 
masses and the fighters from different revolutionary organizations and parties. 

The awareness of the peoples was aroused and the alternative between true indepen- 
dence and imperialist domination became clear and irreversible. 


The most outstanding historical merit of these heroic and necessary battles was 
their extraordinary contribution to the development of anti-imperialist awareness 
in our peoples and the opening of ways to victory which contemporary revolutionary 
processes like the Nicaraguan and Grenada ones have already used. 


The peoples of Latin America and the Caribbean entered the decade of the 70's with 
more mature potentials closer to producing new revolutionary triumphs and progress 
in their struggles. 


On one side, the Cuban revolution was completely consolidated and continued on its 
socialist path with success. Also new progressive, nationalist and anti-imperialist 
forces began quiet processes in other parts of the continent and the popular forces 
continued increasing their activities. The triuaph of the popular government in 
Chile was an encouraging sign, establishing a constitutional way to achieve social- 
ism in that country. 
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Meanwhile, several Caribbean governments inaugurated a new stage in that area by 


advocating and deciding to recover their natural resources and more indep dent and 
democratic political forms. 


These facts and situations, among others, which took place in the beginning of the 
decade underlined the deepening crisis of imperialist domination in the area. 


A new imperialist counteroffensive was not long in coming. On 11 September 1973 
there was a bloody fascist coup d'etat which included the assassination of heroic 
President Salvador Allende, the most savage repression in the history of the Chilean 
peop.e and the hand-over of the national economy to imperialist capital. Other 
parts of that offensive were the reactionary coup that overthrew the progressive 
governmeiit of Juan Jose Torres in Bolivia, the rise of the military to power in Uru- 
guay and the pressures against other nationalist governments in the area. 


These direct and brutal actions of specialized U.S. institutions with the objective 
of wiping out the Chilean revolutionary process and aborting the development of 
other progressive governments and processes had the clear objective of restricting 
the rise of the Latin American popular movement and teaching it another lesson-- 


that the United States was willing to resort to extremist actions in order to main- 
tain its hemispheric domination. 


Nevertheless, the fascist coup in Chile and the other reactionary imperialist ac- 
tions created a broad wave of continental and world solidarity which helped make 
the democratic and anti-imperialist forces of the region more dynamic and radical. 


In 1974 and 1975, the bourgeois nationalist and anti-imperialist forces budded, ex- 
pressed especially in the positions of several governments. Circumstantial factors 
included the critical U.S. situation internally (Watergate) as weil as externally 
(Vietnam) and the economic crisis Of the international capitalist system which ser- 
iously affected U.S. imperialism. It affected the Latin American countries much 
more, increasing confrontations between their interests and the economic ,oiicy of 
the Yankee government and monopolies. 


Throughout 1976, the United States increased pressure on progressive governments 
and forces in the area. It carried out destabilizing plans against the Jamaican 
Government. In the Southern Cone, tk fascist military dictatorships formed a com- 
mon repressive line with superexploi. />.n of the popular masses based on economic 
models in line with the interests of -he imperialist financial groups and the local 
upper classes. 


.& the end of 1977, the first signs Of recovery by part of the popular and revolu- 
tionary movement that had been hard hit by successive actions of imperialists in 
former years could be noted. The trend toward revival of the struggles of the 
masses and revolutionary actions became more visible, especially in Central America, 
the Caribbean and some countries in the south like Bolivia, Peru and Colombia. 
Since then, with a growing trend embracing more countries, the popular and revolu- 
tionary movement recovered its defensive stage and in some countries has gone on to 
a general revolutionary offensive (Nicaragua, Grenada, El Salvador). In other 
countries, there is faster progress in the accumulation of strength which generates 
the conditions for a crisis in bourgeois power and for revolutionary situations. 

In a third group, the demands ol the popular sectors advance, sometimes with 
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Significant political and military actions of the vanguards or accompanied by strong 
mass movements with democratic aspirations in electoral processes. In a fourth 
sroup, on and off and at different levels and strengths, there is a tendency toward 
social action expressed in partial strikes, greater electoral achievements of the 
left, etc. Finally, in other countries, the defensive and retreat stage still pre- 
vails but the initial signs of recovery by the popular moverent and its Marxist- 
Leninist organizations can also be seen. 


At the present time, an examination of the continental situation reveals a more 
acute class struggle which is still uneven among the countries but yields a positive 
and encouraging balance at the end of the decade. It is rising dynamics, a trend 

in frank development; that is precisely its importance. 


Along with the recovery of the parties and organizations in several countries, there 
is a notable budding of the mass movement. The demands of the organized working 
class increase and its sphere of influence spreads to other social sectors, occa- 
sionally achieving national political status. In the labor organizations, the posi- 
tions of unions with class orientation progress and stabilize with positions that 
are increasingly similar to those of the leftist parties and organizations. Strikes 
tend to multiply and beco.ie more effective in their objectives, being characterized 
by the incorporation of not only economic but also political demands. There is also 
a tendency to favor unity among the union organizations in cach country and a search 
for dialogue a’ i coordination of efforts on a continental scale. 


The peasant movement shows signs of expansion and radicz.lization in its struggles, 
participating actively in several revolutionary processes like in Guatemala, El Sal- 
vador and Nicaragua. Land take-overs, strikes and marches for improved living con- 
ditions increase. Their demands reveal obvious revolutionary and progressive in- 
clinations and closeness with the working class. [hey also show advances in the 
unity of the national and continental peasantry and a growing incorporation of their 
peoples to the fight for liberation. 


The youth, especially the young workers and students, continue to represent a vital 
force with direct participation in the popular and revolutionary struggles in Latin 
Anerica and the Caribbean. Their massive presence in the processes in .!icaragua, 
Grenada and El Salvador is an example. The work of Maoist and Social Christian 
ideological trends has failed to weaken the representative structures of the pro- 
gressive youth and students. In spite of the work o! imperialism and the bour- 
geoisie to distort the meaning of the feminist struggles, the Latin American and 
Caribbean women have recently demonstrated their revolutionary capacity as part of 
the doubly exploited masses. Their expanded and distinguished participation in the 
victorious revolutionary processes in Nicaragua and Grenada and their participation 
in the struggles of the Salvadoran people indi ate, with the eloquence of deeds, 
the vanguard position that women on this continent increasingly occupy. 


One phenomenon of singular importance is the growing incorporation of Christian 
leaders and sectors into the popular revolutionary struggles. The radicalization 
of these forces is accompanied by their expansion. Some already have not only a 
strategic alliance but unity between Marxist-Leninists and Christians. 


In this way, the development of the revolutionary movements of national and social 
liberation is accompanied by a rising mass movement in Latin America and the 
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Caribbean. Both phenomena are expressions of the economic and political crisis of 
imperialist and bourgeois domination in the region. At the same time, they reveal 
the increasing maturity of the labor, peasant, youth and feminist movement and the 
other popular movements, together with their vanguards. 


Nevertheless, it is necessary to repeat that that combative development of the 
masses acd the revolutionary parties does not cover the entire continent nor does 
it appear with the same dimensions and concepts of struggle in the different coun- 
tries. Also many activities of the masses continue to be spontaneous while, in 
other cases, there are actions by the left which are not connected to the popular 
movement. 


One decisive factor in the triumphs and development of the Latin American revolu- 
tionary movements of national and social liberation is the unity among the van- 
guards in some countries and advances in that direction in others. A good example 
of the importance of solidarity and combative unity among communist parties and 
other revolutionary detachments was their solidarity with the popular struggle in 
Nicaragua. 


The revolutionary triumphs in Nicaragua and Grenada represent the most important 
and significant historical events in Latin America and the Caribbean since 1959. 
Those important events mark the failure of the counterrevolutionary offensive im- 
posed on our peoples by U.S. imperialism. Overthrowing dictatorships is the order 
of the day on the continent and the sustained and generalized advance of the mass 
movement is a clear demomstration of that. 


Nicuragua and Grenada are expressions of the rise of the popular and revolutionary 
movement in the region and are inscribed in the historical stage that the victory 
of the Cuban revolution opened on the continent. They are a new phase of develop- 
ment of the multifaceted struggles which the Latin American and Caribbean peoples 
fight to achieve complete national and social liberation. Both victories are the 
result of combat experience and traditions accumulated by the masses and their van- 


guards on the continent for more than 20 years since the revolutionary triumph in 
Cuba. 


They confirm the historical necessity and possibility of ending imperialist control 
in this hemisphere. Through their example, they destroyed the myth that it was 
impossible to have other revolutions in the area based on the assumption that the 
United States had the ability to prevent them at any cost. 


The Nicaraguan process truly demonstrated that the United States cannot apply fas- 
cist or reformist solutions successfully facing a true revolution based on the 
masses, arms and unity. It again confirms that the chances of maintaining imperi- 
alist control depend basically on the ability and level reached by the revolution- 
ary movement in this or that country in the region. 


Today it is harder than in 1959 for the enemy to convince people that the triumphs 
in those countries of the Caribbean and Central America are isolated, exceptional 
cases and that the nature of what occurred in Grenada and Nicaragua does not re- 
flect the basic problems that our peoples must resolve in order to achieve true 
liberation. 











To try to make the events in Nicaragua and Grenada foreign to the generalized 
struggle fought by the peoples on the continent and to try to explain those tri- 
umphs by the peculiarities of the reigning dictatorships not only means ignoring 
the context of the domination in the majority of our countries but also minimizing 
the political and military lessons which both revolutions, especially the Sandinist 
revolution, teach. 


As the Sandinist leaders have stated very clearly, 19 July 1979 cannot be ex,lainea 
without understanding the formation of a broad social force with a popular base 
whose political direction was not in the hands of the bourgeois sectors but the 
FSLN [Sandinist National Liberation Front]. The revolutionary victory meant a po- 
litical triumph but also--and this was decisive--it resulted from a military vic- 
tory of the popular forces. It was also possible due to the neutralization uf the 
reactionary and imperialist sectors internationally and the creation of a broad 
front of democratic and anti-intervention forces. In short, the victory wus the 
result cf the combativeness of tne popular masses, a correct fighting strategy, the 
correct formation and operatior.al direction of a military force capable of over- 
throwing the National Guard and the unity of all antidictatorial sectors from the 
local organizations to the leadership of the vanguard, the FSLN. 


Thus, the revolutionary triumph in Nicaragua revived the effectiveness and viabi- 
lity of the armed struggle as an important means of taking power where other roads 
are closed. It must be organized and conducted consistently and creetively, based 
on the masses and on the firmest united will. Nicaragua and Grenada also confirmed 
that the only guarantee for the development of a program of transformations with 
anti-imperialist objectives is based on the destruction of the bourgeois state ma- 
chinery and the creation of a new people's army. 


Finally, another important factor pointed out in the common analyses of both pro- 
cesses by the Latin American left is the reiteration that the existence of economic 
and political crises or even objective revolutionary situations is not enough. 
Bold, creative, united and scientific leadership of the political and military van- 
guard is essential to convert the revolutionary possibility of an historic event 
into a practical realization. 


Latin America and the Caribbean are living in a time of reat historical change. 
Although the nature of the revolutionary movements, the forms =nd the advance of 
the processes vary and the weight of the popular classes and the progressive sec- 
tors is different in different countries, all are, nevertheless, part of the same 
historical trend toward national and anti-imperialist liberation. They are objec- 
tively part of a continent in revolution. 


The shifts in the international balance of power in favor of socialism, social pro- 
gress and peace and the irrepressible development of the popular and revolutionary 
movement in Latin America have converted the former backyard of U.S. imperialism 
into an area where it is increasingly more difficult to maintain its domination and 
impose its political decisions. 


Imperialism does not have structural solutions, even temporary ones, for the econo- 
mic and social crises of Latin American underdevelopment. The differences between 
U.S. interests and a large number of governments which it can no longer manipulate 
as its puppets increase. 














One factor in this new hemispheric reality is the historical dcfeat suffered by 
U.S. imperialism because of the Cuban revolution, its consolidation, the expansion 
of its hemispheric relations and its ideological and political influence in the area. 


The United States has proven that it plans to use all necessary resources and 
methods in order to try to maintain hegemonic control over the region. In those 
countries where it is incapable of maintaining reactionary regimes, it will do 
everything possible to deflect the most advanced ideas and positions of the popular 
and revolutionary movement and it will work to divide forces, negotiate reformist 
alternatives and corrupt the sectors that are less committed to the cause of the 


people. 


The strategic military, economic and political value that the United States assigns 
to control over Latin America and the Caribbean is a challenge that the entire re- 
volutionary movement of national and social liberation in this region takes up with 
determination and ‘eroism. We revolutionaries on this continent know that the fight 
against imperiali. in the coming years will not be simpler or easier. Latin Amer- 
ica and the Caribbean are cailed to be a decisive area of confrontation in the 
world struggle of the peoples against the imperialist system and for peace and sSo- 
cial progress. One example is the heroic battle that the Salvadoran people are 
fighting to achieve democratic, anti-imperialist and revolutionary victory. Hun- 
dreds of their sons are murdered each week. Imperialism increases its partial in- 
tervention and prepares for possible direct intervention which all we revolution- 
aries and progressive forces in the world must firmly oppose. We must support the 
Salvadoran cause with the strongest solidarity. Its victory will also be a contri- 
bution to the freedom of the other peoples in America and the world. 


Now, taking into account the common regional factors which are the most important 
in each country, it is obvious that the strategy and the tactical concepts of the 
Latin American revolutionary processes have one main line: opposition to these 
efforts and the destruction of that global enemy. This opinion was stated in the 
Declaration of the Conference of Communist Parties from the area held in 1975 and 
is shared by the entire revolutionary movement. 


It will be impossible to make the socioeconomic changes that our societies demand 
without ending the oppression of U.S. imperialism in each of our lands. This means 
ousting its representatives and allied sectors from power. This is a prerequisite 
that will permit progress toward new conquests along the historical road that leads 
to socialisn. 


Union and solidarity among the anti-imperialist forces of the continent are the 
only firm base to keep the enemy from using division and isolation of the revolu- 
tionary processes, hit*ing them separately and, in this way, charging a higher 
price for the inevitable liberation. 


Experience shows that it is not enough to proclaim the need for unity in order to 
advance to its realization. Anti-imperialist unity assumes a solid unity of the 
vanguard and especially means unity of action. This is also an example which 
should be praised in the Cuban and Nicaraguan processes. 


As the Finel Declaration of the Conference of Communist Parties stated, "the incor- 
poration of forces and organizations representing bourgeois sectors in the broad 
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front of the anti-imperialist and antioligarchical struggle is very important. How- 
ever, it must not be done at the expense of the essential alliance of laborers, 
peasants, workers and the middle class or at the expense of the independence of the 
proletarian class for temporary commitments from the bourgeois sectors." 


The present stage of confr ntation with imperialism is characterized by a strong 
and complex ideological struggle. After 1459, the anticommunist myths began to 
lose effectiveness on our continent. 


In the midst of the victorious Cuban revolutionary process, the experts in imperial- 
ist propaganda understood that the popular and revolutionary parties and movements 
O01 the continent based their actions on deep ideological and political motivations. 
They outlined a basic line of work to discredit the model of socialism as the only 
alternative for liberation and economic development of our peoples and *%o promote 
division and dispersion of the popular and revolutionary forces. 


The multifaceted action of enemy propaganda sometimes takes on grotesque and coarse 
forms; at other times, it is more camouflaged and subtle. However, it always has 
one main objective: to distort the struggle of the peoples, to discredit and hide 
the successes of the socialist bloc, to slander the social system, to try to di- 
vide the revolutionary movement of the socialist bloc and to confuse the peoples, 
distorting the ideas of Marx, Engels, Lenin and other contemporary communist leaders. 


The Latin American revolutionaries nave proven their vigilance facing the Maoist 
youps which, although insignificant in number, are occasionally harmful through 
their provocative activities that help imperialist objectives. 


These groups are characterized by theorizing and verbalizing about the revolution 
but never finding the right time or place to really confront the enemy. Their main 
characteristic is revealed in the isolation of the masses and the attempt to impose 
ideas foreign to the sociopolitical reality of our countries, adopting positions 
contrary to the interests of the revolution. 


Some Christian Democrat leaders, with openly proimperialiist positions, aspire to 
convert this political current into an enemy of the revolutionary movement. The 
revolutionary movement responds with growing strength and distinguishes those hon- 
est sectors that do not adopt the official positions of Christian Democracy and 

work with the bases to discover and isolate the reactionary positions of the leaders. 


In the present international and Latin American situation characterized by the eco- 
nomic, political and social advances of the USSR and the other socialist countries, 
the national liberation movement, the international labor struggles and the crises 
of imperialism, the importance of subjective factors increases and the success of 
popular actions depends more not only on the balance of power among the classes but 
also on the revolutionary ability of the vanguards in the implementation of the 
correct strategies and tactics and in the choice of the appropriate methods of 
struggle. 


Patriotic sentiment, anti-imperialism and the demand for real national independence 
give the popular struggles of Latin America and the Caribbean a particular and dom- 
nant nature. 
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On this continent, we are facing a specific overlapping between the class struggle 
and the national struggle, an original combination of democratic tasks tied to so- 
Cialist tasks and of tasks of anti-imperialist liberation tied to the actions of 
industrial and agricultural workers against capitalist domination. That mixture 
leads to uniqueness in Latin American revolutionary projects which is reflected in 
the fighting strategy and tactics of many leftist parties and organizations. 


Each people on the continent will reach socialism, that aspiration rooted in its 
national, Latin American and Caribbean history, since that is the only alternative 
capable of solving the complex structural problems of underdevelopment accumulated 
by our societies. There will be different processes and each one will have its 

own characteristics and will offer contributions to the world revolutionary legacy. 
There will not be rigid standards to guide the processes of national liberation and 
the construction of socialism on American land. As the Marxist-Leninist parties in 
the region clearly maintain based on real history, the victory of any true revolu- 
tion and the development of socialism respond to universal scientific laws. In ef- 
fect, history demonstrates that it is not enough to call to the working class and 
the people to overthrow bourgeois powe's; the masses might not answer that call. 

For that reason, the revolutionary vanguards of the continent maintain that their 
political lines cannot be determined by subjective desires and opinions. The illu- 
sion of wanting to replace the role of the masses brings only delays and problems 
for the final triumph of the revolution. Lenin taught us that propaganda and agi- 
tation in themselves are insufficient to make the people understand the need for 
the fight for liberation. Lenin stated: "Therefore, the political experience of 
the masses is necessary." He said: "That is the fundamental law of great 
revolutions." 


One of the most significant characteristics of the present Latin American popular 
movement is the interweaving of the democratic struggle and the revolutionary 
struggle. Objectively, in the search for better living conditions and minimal po- 
litical frecdoms, the workers and other sectors of the people in many countries 
directly confront the bourgeois power. This power appears more and more often as 
the main obstacle to overcome. For that reason, the revolutionaries understand the 
need to stimulate and lead the democratic struggles because these aid in the ad- 
vance of the revolution which is the only way to guarantee popular democracy. 


Experience demonstrates that anti-imperialist liberation and democratic transfor- 
mations are tied to the triumph of socialism. 


In Latin America, the fight for national liberation and the democratization of po- 
litical life, economic transformations benefiting the vast majorities, respect for 
life and human dignity and against the dictatorial regimes leads to broad possibi- 
lities for work and alliance with other democratic forces without implying renun- 
ciation of the ideological fight. 


In those Latin American countries with extreme rightist regimes--almost always fas- 
cist military dictatorships--the revolutionary vanguards proclaim the right and 

the duty to encourage and use the boldest forms of struggle to accelerate the over- 
throw of these systems of domination. These, of course, have been imposed by im- 
perialism not only to neutralize the development of the class struggle, but also 

to uphold the new model of accumulation of capital and the new capitalist division 
of labor--designed by the large international financial groups--in which the 
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underdeveloped countries in the area must play an even more subordinate role and 
the economies are subjected to high levels of superexploitation of the salaried 
work forces, greater centralization and concentration of capital. 


Occasionally, false dilemmas have been presented about forms of armed and unarmed 
struggle. In our opinion, a struggle is not reformist just because it is legal or 
includes intentions of opening democratic ways nor is it revolutionary because of 
its armed nature. The revolutionary context of any form of struggle is defined by 
its objectives in the sense of making the popular masses advance or regress with 
respect to the ultimate objectives. In the last instance, as several historical 
experiences on our own continent demonstrate, the leadership ability of the revolu- 
tionary vanguards is measured by their training and skill in quickly replacing the 
preponderance of one or another form of struggle, without lagging behind the dif- 
ferent changes imposed by the dynamics of the class struggle. 


Weapons are indispensable in order for any revolution to triumph--weapons and 
masses. Not weapons without the masses nor the masses without weapons. Their use 
is indispensable in one form or another, at one time or another in the struggle. 


Comrade Fidel Castro, first party secretary, stated last 26 July: "The fundamental 
thing in a revolution, the fundamental thing in order to be able to speak of revo- 
lution and of popular revolution, is to have people and to have weapons." 


Our experience demonstrates that division of political and military functions di- 
minishes each. Only an integral political-military concept provides the ability 
to go from one main form of struggle to the other at the right time, according to 
the stages and circumstances of each process. 


Another important problem is related to the role of the progressive military. 


In spite of long records of service to the reactionaries and the imperialist mono- 
polies, it would be unfair and unrealistic to consider every man in uniform an un- 
conditional servant of those interests. 


Of course, the revolutionary vanguard in each country must evaluate the role that 
the progressive elements of the armed forces in some Latin American countries can 
play in the anti-imperialist processes of national liberation. In our opinion, 

the conduct of the armed forces cannot be analyzed outside of the historical con- 
text of each country and the corresponding class confrontation. History demon- 
strates that scientific revolutionary analysis in this case cannot be based on gen- 
eralizations that do not consider concrete realities nor is it valid to forget the 
basic principles of Marxism-Leninism about the state and the laws of every revolu- 
tion. In the case of Latin American societies, experience teaches that the peoples 
have had to confront and overthrow military power in order to achieve real control 
of the state and its replacement by a new type. 


At the beginning of the 1980's, new political, economic and social circumstances 
arise on this continent in revolution which is the object of the most detailed and 
constant U.S. imperialist attention because it is immersed in a worsening crisis 
which intensifies its interest in continental domination. 
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New revolutionary possibilities arise at this time. Revolution is maturing in dif- 
ferent countries in our America. The revolutionary vanguards are aware of this; 
they work and prepare themselves to contribute so that these crystallize more ra- 
pidly along the roads that are most advantageous for the peoples and lead to real 
and complete liberation. 


Imperialism and the bourgeoisie redouble the defense of their positions. Direct 
confrontation, on all planes, shows up in each country sooner or later, imposing one 
alternative--the defeat or the victory of the peoples. 


The blood of thousands of revolutionary soldiers ard of the men and women of the 
people, killed in this historical feat, unites us and binds us. Simon Bolivar, 
Jose Marti, Augusto Cesar Sandino, Salvador Allende and the other heroes of the 
American fatherland inspire our struggles today with renewed energy. The Heroic 
Warrior, Ernesto Che Guevara, with his memorable example of sacrifice and revolu- 
tionary internationalism, symbolizes the historical continuity of the independence 
fighter's epic of the past century and the progress to reach the second and real 
independence of our peoples, the "grand avenues" of social transformation that will 
bring material and spiritual happiness to the peoples of our America. 


Jesus Montane's Speech 
Havana TRICONTINENTAL in Spanish No 75, 1981 pp 110-116 


[Speech by Jesus Montane Oropesa, alternate member of the Politboro and chief of 
General Department of Foreign Relations of the CC of the PCC, to OCLAE Conference; 
date not specified] 


[Text] Dear comrades: 


We meet today to commemorate an event of profound revolutionary and internationalist 
meaning--the 15th anniversary of the Tricontinental Conference and of AALAPSO which 
was founded by it. 


No revolutionary works with his eye on historical recognition. We work to carry 
out a duty, to advance our just Cause as much as possible. But today, 15 years af- 
ter’ that event, we have no doubt that history will recount the full importance of 
that effort for tricontinental struggle, unity and solidarity. 


The participants in the Tricontinental Conference cannot be measured merely by the 
extraordinarily eloquent circumstances when the representatives of the most pres- 
tigious anti-imperialist and anticolonialist revolutionary forces of 82 countries 

of Africa, Asia and Latin America as well as 21 international and regional progres- 
sive organizations met for the first time. In addition to this factor which would 
be enough to call it exceptional, it is necessary to recall the profoundly revolu- 
tionary and advanced political content of its agreements, especially the fact that 
its protagonists were children of the peoples of large sectors of the underdeveloped 
world. These peoples were subjected for centuries to the rapacity of colonialism, 
suffered neocolonialism and imperialist exploitation. They often had been under 
European douination until a few years ago. They were peoples who had even fought 
heroically with guns in hand to attain independence, peoples finally to whom their 
exploiters had tried to deny any capacity for political life and historical creation. 
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In this way, the Tricontinental Conference was an indication of the accelerated 
progress of the fight against colonialism, neocolonialism and imperialism in the 
vast regions of the planet which, until the triumph of the great socialist October 
revolution, had been considered merely a supplier of markets and raw materials. As 
Lenin predicted, they rose up to become one of the basic links in the fight for the 
revolutionary transformation of the world. 


The fact that the meeting was held in Cuba, blockaded and harassed by imperialism 
but unyielding agains: all its aggressions and threats, on a continent that the 
United States always considered its safe neocolonial backyard, gives that confer- 
ence great meaning. 


The most important thing is that the Tricontinental Conference demonstrated the abi- 
lity of our peoples, their political maturity, their determination to fight at all 
costs for true liberation which cannot be limited to the formality of an anthem and 
a flag but must go much further--to the transformation of economic structures, the 
recovery of natural resources and the achievement of true independent development 
on the bases of progress and social justice. That conference revealed something of 
extraordinary importance: awareness that the fate of all the countries oppressed 
and exploited by imperialism was interdependent, that the victory of one people was 
the victory of all and that a reverse suffered by one people meant a reverse for 
all. These profound convictions, indispensable for anyone who aspires to be con- 
sidered a revolutionary in today's world, contain the cardinal objective of that 
meeting of the peoples: to promote the broadest, most determined and firmest sol- 
idarity among all the peoples of Africa, Asia and Latin America and the forces of 
independence, democracy, peace and social progress in the world. 


It is necessary to recall the circumstances that the revolutionary and national li- 
beration movement was going through at that time, the middle of the 1960's. 


The Tricontinental Conference was a suitable and timely response by the peoples to 
imperialist aggressiveness and domination. At that time, U.S. imperialism had 
started to play the role of reactionary policeman for the world with open insolence. 
Yankee intervention in Vietnam, which began during French colonialism, led to the 
landing of hundreds of thousands of U.S. soldiers in South Vietnam and the begin- 
ning of a brutally destructive air war against North Vietnam. With complete jus- 
tice, world support for Vietnam and the development of a revolutionary strategy of 
the peoples in solidarity with the heroic Vietnamese were the focus of attention 
and concern at that meeting. Many of the revolutionaries who inspired the Tricon- 
tinental Conference, including the Heroic Warrior, Ernesto Che Guevara, and his 
fighting comrades in the Bolivian jungle devoted their ideas and actions to this 
objective. 


It was not just Vietnam. In Africa, after imperialist interference in the Congo 
and the assassination of Patrice Lumumba, there was a reactionary offensive directed 
at imposing the bonds of neocolonialism on the recently liberated peoples. Several 
progressive countries were the scene of counterrevolutionary coups. With the sup- 
port of the Yankees and their NATO allies, the fascist Portuguese regime unleashed 

a savage repression against the peoples of Guinea-Bissau, Cabo Verde, Angola and 
Mozambique and against the brave forces of liberation that fought an armed battle 
for their independence. The racist regimes of the African southern cone, also 
supported by the imperialists, strengtiened the repugnant system of apartheid 
through terror. 
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In Latin America, U.S. imperialism resurrected its policy of intervention and ag- 
gression against the peoples. Yankee advisers, arms, training programs and re- 
sources of every type were placed at the service of the oligarchies and repression 
of the revolutionary movement. The CIA did as it pleased in many countries in the 
area. The blood of the Panamanians murdered by U.S. soldiers in the Canal Zone had 
not even dried when 40,000 Yankee Marines invaded Santo Domingo and smashed the 
quest for independence of that fraternal people personified by the immortal resis- 
tance of Francisco Caamano. Puerto Rico was the victim of new maneuvers to strengthen 
the oppressive yokes of colonialism. Meanwhile, Cuba was the target of escalated 
pirate attacks and attempted subversion, openly promoted by the CIA from U.S. 
territory. 


The Tricontinental Conference projected itself on this panorama with its resolutions. 


Since those historic days of January 1966, results have begun to materialize. The 
mere fact that leaders of the stature of Amilcar Cabral, Salvador Allende, Luis 
Augusto Turcios Lima and many other distinguished revolutionary fighters, along 
with our commander in chief Fidel Castro, met in our capital helped us all acquire 
a much deeper awareness of the problems, the struggles and the difficulties that 
the peoples of each continent faced in their fight against colonialism, imperialism 
and reactionaries. The exchange of ideas andi the debates gave us a much more real, 
complete and broader vision of the international revolutionary movement. The stra- 
tegy of anti-imperialist struggle and solidarity outlined at that meeting, based on 
the experience of the fight of the peoples, remains relevant. It helped publicize 
internationally the oppression and repression to which many peoples were victin. 
Their sufferings had been systematically silenced, ignored or distorted by the 
large imperialist news monopolies. 


However, the favorable balance of that revolutionary meeting was not limited and 
could not be limited to this. The Tricontinental Conference gave birth to important 
institutions, especially AALAPSO. 


Cuba was elected secretary general of the organization and seat for the Executive 
Secretariat for all these years. It knows the positive role that this organization 
has played and plays in support of the peoples who fight for their liberation. 


We know about its consistent support for the just Vietnamese cause for national 
salvation, first against the attacks of the Yankee imperialists and now against the 
incessant aggressions and threats of the reactionary and treacherous clique that 
governs China. We know about its unhesitating support for the fight of the peoples 
of Kampuchea and Laos. We know about its denunciation year after year of the 
crimes committed by the repressive regime of the Shah and about its solidarity with 
the combative Iranian masses. We know about its support for the Afghan people and 
their progressive and antifeudal revolution. We know that, during these 15 years, 
its political and moral encouragement to the Palestinian people and their only legi- 
timate representative, the PLO, has not lessened for even an instant. It also sup- 
ports the other Arab countries against the aggression, theft of their land and geno- 
cide committed by the Zionist aggressors, the perfect instruments and allies of im- 
perialism in the Middle East. It has not been quiet in recent times when it was 
necessary to expose the despicable treason of the Egyptian regime and its conver- 
sion into a servile pawn of Yankee imperialist maneuvers to divide and crush all 

the progressive forces and governments in that region. 
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If we look at Africa, we see that AALAPSO has been there, with its solidarity, in 
all the decisive changes that have made this continent a hopeful force for the 

world revolutionary movement. It has supported Angola, Mozambique, Guinea-Bissau, 
Cabo Verde and Sao Tome and Principe. It has resolutely stood behind the profound 
popular revolution in Ethiopia. The countries of the Front Line have been able to 
count on its constant denunciation of the aggressions and crimes perpetrated by the 
racists. The new Zimbabwe, victorious and independent today, had and has a friendly 
and firm hand in AALAPSO. The oppressed African peoples of Namibia and South Africa 
and their fitting standard-bearers--SWAPrO [South-West African People's Organization] 
and the African National Congress--have been able to count on this valuable vehicle 
of solidarity in order to advance a struggle that will not be stopped until it 
achieves victory over the hateful system imposed by the exploiting white minority. 
It has also energetically supported that brave little people who fight unceasingly 
for self-determination and independence in northern Africa--the Saharan people. 


AALAPSO has known how to carry the flag of the just cause of peaceful reunification 
of Korea. It has strongly denounced and condemned the odious crimes committed by 
the fascist dictatorship in South Korea. 


In Latin America and the Caribbean, it can be proud of having continued support, 
without despair or weakening, to all the truly patriotic, anti-imperialist, democra- 
tic and revolutionary forces in the region. It can feel the deep historical satis- 
Caction of having supported the struggle for liberation of the peoples which today 
has resulted in important events like the Nicaraguan revolution, the Grenada revo- 
lution, the invincible and inevitable progress of the sacrificing and heroic people 
of El Salvador, the rise of the popular armed struggle in Guatemala and the rise or 
reappearance of the popular and mass movement in several countries. It can feel 
the stimulating conviction of not having weakened in its international denunciation 
of the reactionary regimes that oppress the Chileans, Uruguayans, Paraguayans, Bo- 
livians, Haitians and other peoples in our America. It has also shown respect for 
the democratic rights of the Argentine people. It can feel at peace for having 
given its unrestricted support to the historic aspiration of the Panamanian people 
for complete sovereignty over the Canal Zone, the continuing fight of the Puerto 
Rican people for their national independence, the legitimate right of the people 

of Belize to their independence and territorial integrity, the urgent aspiration 
for self-determination of other Caribbean countries that still suffer colonial do- 
mination, the unbending cause of Cuba and, finally, all the actions and positions 
that constitute an aspiration for sovereignty, defense of legitimate national in- 
terests or struggle for more just and equitable economic relations that different 
governments and political forces in this region have carried out. 


In this necessarily brief summary, we do not want to omit the important role of the 
magazine TRICONTINENTAL in the work of AALAPSO. It has constantly improved its 
quality. It has opened its pages to prestigious figures of the international revo- 
lutionary movement. It has served as a means to encourage the campaigns of soli- 
darity that the organization sponsors. It has especially carried out important 
work in the diffusion of revolutionary ideas, the exposition of the objectives and 
political programs of many important popular movements and information about the 
realities of the peoples who fight against tyranny, racism, Zionism, colonialism, 
neocolonialism and exploitation in all forms. This is shown in the message sent by 
the Unified Revolutionary Directorate of El Salvador which was received recently by 
AALAPSO in salute to its 15th anniversary. 
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It is also appropriate to point out the singular quality in graphic propaganda 
achieved by AALAPSO. The organization's political posters, distributed by the mil- 
lions, have been a weapon in the hands of the peoples of the world. 


AALAPSO's international relations, especially in this latest period, have been 
strengthened and include a growing number of national, regional and international 
organizations. AALAPSO has also participated in countless international events 
where its voice of solidarity and encouragement has been heard by the peoples who 
fight for their liberation, sovereignty and national independence. 


Our country, because of its known firm and constant internationalist policy, parti- 
cipates in this important work of tricontinental solidarity. Along with the other 
members of AALAPSO, the democratic forces that fight for peace and national inde- 
pendence and the international revolutionary and progressive movement, we will con- 
tinue to offer all the support and encouragement it deserves. 


At the end of 15 years, we can see the justice and the usefulness of this effort. 

The impressive changes in the world as a result of the advances of socialism, the 
worker movement and the fight for liberation of the peoples have had Cuba's con- 
stant support. Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean of today are no 

longer those of 1966. The maps of freedom and revolution have expanded impressively. 
The unity of all the anti-imperialist forces has progressed well. The influence 

of international solidarity has increased extraordinarily. Imperialism is still 
aggressive and dangerous; it always will be. It is still powerful but, with every 
year that passes, its odious domination and its chances to use blackmail, intimida- 
tion and interference against the struggle of the peoples decrease. 


Mankind is living today in times of uncertainty and danger. We are going through 
difficult times. The warmongering and reactionary policy of the imperialists seri- 
ously threatens peace. The U.S. politicians now in government are touting plans 
for alliance with fascist tyrannies. They encourage the arms race, threaten to 

use force in several strategic places in the world and attempt a cynical project of 
support for the repressive regimes and aggression against the popular and revolu- 
tionary movement in Latin America and the Caribbean. Under these circumstances, 

as never before, the mobilization of international solidarity can and should play 
a role of extraordinary importance. 


The peoples will not bow to blackmail. The revolutionaries will not waver facing 
the reactionary and imperialist idea of dividing the world into spheres of influence 
and freezing the process of change. The great challenge that we have before us is 
to preserve peace and carry out the transformations that the people demand. We are 
sure that AALAPSO will also play an important role in this challenge. Solidarity 
can and should win many new battles in the future. Solidarity is an important wea- 
pon and a guarantee of the victories to which we aspire--victories of peace and 
justice, peace and freedom, peace and revolution: 


On this 15th anniversary, we send our warmest greetings to all the comrades who are 
members of the Permanent Secretariat of AALAPSO, to all the comrades who partici- 
pate, collaborate and support the efforts of this organization. 


Let us go forward with the assurance that the future belongs entirely to indepen- 
dence, unity and fraternity among the peoples: 
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es, 


Long live the 15th anniversary of AALAPSO: 
Long live the fight for liberation of the peoples! 


Long live the unity and solidarity of all the forces of the world revolutionary 
movement ¢ 


Fatherland or death! 


We will triumph! 


7717 
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COUNTRY SECTION ARGENTINA 


CAMILION DISCUSSES VARIOUS TOPICS IN 'SOMOS' INTERVIEW 
Buenos Aires SOMOS in Spanish 10 Jul 81 pp 30-31 


[Interview with Oscar Camilion, Argentine minister of foreign relations and culture, 
at the Palacio San Martin; date not given] 


[Text] He is one of the ministers most sought after by newsmen in recent times, 
something understood clearly when one considers some of the matters that are in 

his hands: mediation of the Beagle dispute, reports by LA PRENSA, the border con- 
flict wih Chile, recovery of the Malvinas Islands, the naming of ambassadors, the 
salaries of diplomatic personnel. Others describe him as one of the most thoroughly 
political men in President Viola's cabinet, and there is no lack of those who say 

he is much more a politician--or an economist--than a diplomat. In his office on 
the second floor of the Palacio San Martin, Oscar Camilion, minister of foreign 
relations and culture, did not dodge any questions. This is a summary of his long 
chat with SOMOS: 


[Question] They say that you and Horacio Tomas Liendo have the greatest political 
clout in the cabinet, and also that you would defend development positions within 
the government. 


[Answer] We are two ministers in charge of two political portfolios (one foreign 
and one domestic), and consequently it is natural that we have some political 
weight. But the cabinet is not a party coalition, nor were its members chosen for 
their politics, but rather for their aptitudes for certain functions. I am what 

I am, my political beliefs are my political beliefs, and those who believe that 

in our functions we are thinking of party politics are mistaken. 


[Question] The government says that the delay in naming ambassadors is not impor- 
tant, because in reality the diplomats overseas represent a single process. Put 
among ordinary citizens the opinion is just the opposite, and they also say that 
many of the ambassadors still do not have the authority to dialogue with the govern- 
ments of the countries to which they are assigned. 


[Answer] The ambassadors who have not yet been replaced are carrying out their 
functions with no problems, and their contact with local authorities is normal, 

in spite of what you say. With respect to the new ambassadors, most of the placets 
have already been requested. 








[Question] Including those of embassies as important as Brazil, Washington, Paris 
and Rome, for example? 


[Answer] That is true. And when they have been granted the names will be an- 
nounced. There is an ethical principle which obliges us not to divulge the name 

of an ambassador until he has been accepted by the government to which he is desig- 
nated. 


[Question] There is one embassy which is very important for our country: the 
United States. Why are there so many negotiations? 


[Answer] Let us get over the idea that the subject of embassy designations is part 
of the fabric of freedom of information, and let us await the designation proposed 
so that the Department of State will not be annoyed by a breach of diplomacy. His 
name will be announced within a few days. 


[Question] They say on the streets that the chief candidate was Dr Raul Quijano 
and that his name was blackballed by one of the three services. Is there any truth 
to this? 


[Answer] If I answer that question I will have to de.y or affirm the possibility 
that someone has been named to that post, and, I repeat, it is something I cannot 
ethically do. 


[Question] Is it true that former Foreign Minister Carlos Muniz sent you a letter 
advising you that he would not accept any embassy because, under the present con- 
ditions, he could do very little as the ministry's man overseas? 


[Answer] Dr Muniz sent me a letter saying that he did not wish to be considered 
for any representative post. 


[Question] The newspaper LA PRENSA published the text of a conversation--which 
was not denied by either the Vatican or the Foreign Ministry--between an Argentine 
diplomat and Cardinal Antonio Samore, in which it seemed that Samore would be in 
an adversary position to the Argentine Government: what will the Foreign Ministry 
do now? 


[Answer] Nothing beyond the extreme caution with which one must treat a question 
that involves the Holy See. 


[Question] What is more important: minding the Pope's image or implementing his 
mediation? 


[Answer] For a country like ours, it is important to trust in the person respon- 
sible for the mediation as well as in the hope that Argentina's points of view and 
interests will be respected. 


[Question] Some high-level officials are of the opinion that the publication of 
that confidential note might compromise the country's basic interests, and there- 
fore that the person who published it is breaking the criminal law. 
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[Answer] It is true that the press, in all countries of the world, does not pub- 
lish all it knows, all the information it has, because of a universal acceptance 
of the principle of responsibility. It is not a question of censorship or self- 
censorship. Generally there are legal norms in legislation which impose proper 
limits on these rights. 


[Question] But specifically in the case of LA PRENSA? 


[Answer] I believe that that matter is political in both character and judgment. 
In this case I prefer to limit my opinion in order not to meddle in the subject 
of freedom of the press, a field in which it is very dangerous to begin to pass 


judgment. 


[Question] Many sectors are saying that Argentine foreign policy lacks coherence 
and firmness. They say that in this field, historically, Brazil and Chile always 
have the advantage over us, because they are more aggressive and enterprising. 


[Answer] I believe there is a legend about the alleged weakness of Argentine for- 
eign policy throughout its history. That could not be said of the foreign policy 
of Sarimento, Mitre or Avellaneda or of that of the 1930's. It was diplomacy, for 
example, which maintained Argentina's neutrality in World War I, and Argentine di- 
plomacy was energetic at the Montevideo Conference in 1933 and that of Caracas in 
1954. 


[Question] In spite of that, we still have not been able to solve the problem of 
the Malvinas, for example, which is one of the rew colonial enclaves still in exis- 
tence. 


[Answer] It is actually a throwback to the colonial period, but it must not be 
forgotten that diplomacy concerning the Malvinas has only begun practically in the 
last 15 years, a period in which many steps have been taken that had not been taken 
before. It must be considered also that it is not a typical case of decolonization, 
like the colonies in Africa, for example, where self-determination for the people 
was basic. Having the Mau-Mau in ones territory is not the same as having a group 
of people who are against decolonization. 


[Question] But doesn't it seem that it is now time to change the method, to use 
a little imagination, so that the Malvinas can be returned to the Argentine Govern- 
ment? 


[Answer] I believe that the situation is not the same in 1981 as it was some 
decades ago, and it is time to take more concrete steps from now on. Here there 

is much talk of the policy in the South Atlantic; there are a number of stories 
about pacts, but the true, primary Argentine policy in the area necessarily in- 
“cludes the Malvinas archipelago, particularly if we take into account its petroleum 
potential. 


[Question] They say the country has a good diplomatic establishment, but that it 
is deteriorating, or not being renewed, because of the low salaries that are paid. 
How much does a third secretary (first step on the career ladder) earn, and how 
much does an ambassador earn? 








[Answer] A secretary gets about 2 million pesos and an ambassador about 7 million 
pesos, approximately. But the administrative personnel are also paid very little. 
To give you an idea, I can tell you that almost 80 percent of the administrative 
officials in the foreign ministry are on level 10 ot the national scale (670,000 
pesos). They are, by far, the most forgotten group. 


[Question] Lucio Gelli, of the PROPAGANDA DOS lodge, has an Argentine diplomatic 
passport and is an adviser to the embassy in Rome. However, the Foreign Ministry 
has maintained absolute silence on this subject. Why? 


[Answer] Because this was and is a problem of Italian internal politics. We are 
following it closely, and if something comes up which may affect Argentine security 
or interests, the Foreign Ministry will act immediately. 


[Question] A radio broadcast from Rome said that Gelli is still traveling with 
an Argentine passport. Do you know anything about that? 


[Answer] No, I do not know anything about it. It is the first I have heard of 


1t. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


COMMENTARIES ON U.S. FOREIGN POLICY, ECONOMIC MEASURES 
African Relations 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 14 Jun 81 pp 14-15 
[Article by Elpidio Valdivia: "Following the Trail of a Policy Gone Astray"] 


[Text] Concluding her statement to the last session of the UN Security Council, de- 
voted to the question of Namibia, American Ambassador Jeanne Kirkpatrick emphatically 
declared: "I proclaim the commitment of the highest levels of my government to this 
effort and our solidarity with the people of Namibia in their search for indepen- 
dence. 


Shortly thereafter, also on behalf of the highest levels of her government, she 
vetoed four different resolutions proposed by African nations to sanction South 
Africa for its illegal occupation of the Namibian territory. 


It was the fourth time in the last 6 years that the United States, followed by other 
Western members of the Security Council, was to prevent the expansion of the sanc- 
tions which the international community has imposed on the regime of apartheid. For 
Kirkpatrick, the intellectual author of one of the theoretical principles governing 
the international policy of the new American administration, the Manichean division 
of the world into friendly "authoritarian" and »enemy "totalitarian" regimes, her 
"night of vetoes" in the United Nations at the end of April was only the first oppor- 
tunity to show the practical validity of these concepts over and above the ritual 
formulations on alleged American commitments to the nations of Africa. 


Officially speaking, however, the United States' current policy on the African con- 
tinent has not yet been formulated. 


Four months after the arrival of the Republican team in the White House, the new 
African policy of the United States continues to be, to use the words of the State 
Department, the subject of intense study and for which purpose the administration 
says that it is determined to hea: "the opinions of all parties involved" in con- 
flicts such as that in the Southern Cone of Africa. 


According to what Chester Crocker, American undersecretary of state, told the Niger- 
ian National Assembly, "we did not come into the government with a platform repre- 
senting a complete and total policy on Africa."" Other spokesman have tried to make 
up for this official absence of strategic definitions with formulations closer to 
the political realities of the moment: "Tt is important for Africa to know that 
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the Reagan administration is not totally taken up with the problems of El Salvador," 
one State Department spokesman said a few weeks ago in referring to Africa, in an 
apparently conciliatory tone, as "a red-hot front" in the United States’ foreign 
affairs. 


It we accept the principle, also reiterated before the Senate by Alexander Haig at 
the end of March, that the front-ranking capitalist country is still hunting for a 
political formula for a continent made up of over 50 nations, we cannot ignore a 
number of ideas that will certainly be taken into account when the future attitude 
of the United States toward Africa under a Republican administration is finally 
defined. 


For example, during the election campaign and after his entry into the White House, 
President Ronald Reagan defined South Africa as a friend thrt the United States 
could not abandon because “it has been on our side in all the wars in which we have 
been involved" and he recalled the strategic value to the West of the South African 
minerals that supply the arms industries in various European countries and the 
United States. 


If, in addition to the different statements of this type made by other authorized 
spokesmen, one examines a few of the American actions during the early weeks of the 
new government on the "red-hot" African front, one will have a better understanding 
of the policy "being formulated" by the Washington strategists. 


The first spokesman for the “parties in conflict" in Africa to present his views to 
the White House, less than 50 days after the Republic administration was installed, 
was the representative of the White minority in Namibia, Dirk Mudge, who heads a 
government set up in the territory of South Africa and whose international repre- 
sentativeness Pretoria is trying to promote, with some help from its allies. 


Shortly before, Washington had cut off food aid to Mozambique -- the first time 
it had been done to an underdeveloped country by the new administration -- as an 
alleged reprisal for the discovery and expulsion from that African country of a 
network of CIA agents. 


Coinciding with Mudge's visit -- and despite the fact that its official policy on 
Angola had not yet been defined -- the American Government began what promises to 
be an embarrassing battle in the House and the Senate to do away with the so-called 
Clark Amendment, which prohibits covert military assistance to Angolan counterrevo- 
lutionary bands. 


With typical Washingtonian jargon, Undersecretary of State William Buckley argued 
that the amendment "is an exceptional overall restriction on the options of American 
policy on that nation." 


Naturally, this exceptional restriction is due to the fact, as Dick Clark, author 
of the amendment recalled in the NEW YORK TIMES, that in 1975, the situation in 
"Angola had demanded too big of a commitment (in military support from the CIA to 
the counterrevolutionary groups) for it to remain secret and Congress decided that 
all aid should be requested and discussed openly." 


For Clark himself, a former senator from Iowa, it was no surprise that the Republi- 
can administration would be in favor of lifting the amendment: "Secretary of 
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State Alexander M. Haig says that he has always opposed the suspension of covert 
military aid to the Angolan guerrillas and President Reagan made it clear last 
summer that he supported giving arms to Jonas Savimbi, whom the CIA helped before 
the congressional restriction of 1976." The suppression of the Clark Amendment is 
considered to be a high priority of the administration, according to official de fin- 
itions, despite the fact that, as several spokesmen within the American Senate 
itself have warned, "it will have a devastating effect on relations with African 
countries." 


Most nations on the continent agree with this opinion and through the Organization 
of African Unity (OAU) have pointed out the dangerous precedent that would be set 
by official approval of open activity by American espionage agencies on behalf of 
the enemies of an independent nation. ; 


In the words of the president of Nigeria, Shehu Shagari, "It would be extremely 
serious for the United States to be willing to support the rebels in a sovereign 
African nation." 


While debate in Congress was beginning on the elimination of the amendment, the 
State Department spokesman, William Dyes, added new elements on the nature of the 
study being done by American diplomats on Africa in declaring that “although we 
have not outlined our definitive position on the conflict in Angola, we are willing 
to hear all the parties involved," for which purpe-e leader Jonas Savimbi was 
invited to Washington. 


The visit by the UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence of Angola] chief, 
financed by South Africa, was finally postponed because it turned out to be a hard 
bone to swallow on the continent on the eve of a mission -- also exploratory in 
nature -- to be undertaken by Undersecretary Crocker through a dozen African coun- 
tries. 


However, this did not prevent another State Department official, Lennon Walker, 
from meeting with Savimbi in Morocco in April -- also “within the framework of the 
process of reviewing" the options on Angola, as it was put -~ or the mention of 
some $100 million in aid which that individual wants and which is being considered 
by the White House. 


With this background -- and the growing conviction in Black Africa of a rapproche- 
ment with South Africa as the basis for future action on the continent -- it should 
be no surprise that Crocker's tour of Front Line nations in the Southern Cone of 
the continent and other African nations did not convince anyone of the good inten- 
tions of the American Government toward the area. 


The tour, almost totally devoted to examining the Namibian case, described by the 
WASHINGTON POST as the "final test" of American intentions toward Africa, began 
under the omen of a new Western approach to the problem of the independence of 
Namibia. 


Crocker himself, in answering one of the 109 questions put to him by Senator Jesse 
Helms in assuring himself of Crocker's identification with Republican ideals that 
would enable him to be confirmed in his post, said that "the lack of trust is one of 
the greatest obstacles to achieving any progress in an agreement on Namibia." 
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Following the UN Security Council veto of three of the five members of the so-called 
Contact Group on Namibia, over the African Protests, and of the revelations of the 
future plan for the independence of that territory, which turns the phases of the 
peacemaking process in favor of South African interests, the lack of trust feared by 
Chester Crocker seems to be growing rather than diminishing. 


According to the Zimbabwe daily newspaper HERALD, "Namibia's problems will not be 
solved by bilateral agreements between Pretoria and Washington." 


The new schedule for the phases of Namibian independence, now known although they 

are also officially being analyzed by the United States and its allies, will very 

likely propose the adoption of a constitution guaranteeing the current privileges 

of the White minority before the celebration of elections in the territory, a for- 
mula taking the place of the steps provided for by UN Resolution 435: ceasefire, 

free elections and the withdrawal of South African troops of occupation. 


Paradoxically, as Sam Nujoma, leader of the SWAPO, stated, the proposal they are 
trying to cast aside is the work of the same group of Western nations and after 

3 years of negotiations, it is obstructed by the South African rejection, which in 
turn is strengthened by the Republican victory in the United States. 


Semi-official commentaries state that the new formula will have "greater probabil- 
ities of being accepted by South Africa," which, in diplomatic terms, is the same 

thing as saying that it would better respond to its interests and to those of the 

five members of the Contact Group, the holders of the largest foreign investments 

in Namibian territory and in some cases, with direct experience in the working of 

its important uranium resources, as in the case of the British foreign secretary, 

Lord Carrington, who until he was named to the Foreign Office headed the transna- 

tional Rio Tinto Zinc Corporation, which works the largest mine in Namibia. 


"The trend which the United States is following is hostile to the general interest 
of Africa and Namibia," says Zimbabwe Prime Minister Robert Mugabe, who rejected 
the comparison of the new American plans with those that led to the independence 
of his country, or the relating of the Namibian situation to Angola. 


For the NEW YORK TIMES, the United States demands too much from Black Africa for 
Namibia and too little from South Africa. 


In fact, relations with South Africa seem to have priority for the new American 
Government. 


"Suddenly, things do not look so bad for South Africa. It is as if there had been 
a ray of light in the East announcing the dawn of a new day," wrotes the AFRIKAANS 
NEWSPAPER BELAD a few weeks ago, after examining the signs from Washington, which 
in truth are numerous if one still believes that it is still a policy in the 
final drafting process. 


In scarcely 120 days under the Republican administration, the series of contacts 
between Washington and Pretoria, begun again with the visit to the United States 
by the head of South African military intelligence, General Van Der Westhuizen, 
is continuing at a dizzying rate. 
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The presence of the South African military delegation in itself turned out to be 
indicative, when it was received by UN Ambassador Jeanne Kirkpatrick and sponsored 
by the American Security Council. According to the daily STAR in Johannesburg, the 
Security Council includes over 200 congressmen and several hundred American generals 
and admirals and it has private links with Secretary of State Alexander Haig. 


The WASHINGTON INQUIRER states that the military group has given the government of 
the United States "urgent military data," deeming the information which its American 
ally has on the southern region of the continent insufficient. It confirmed the 
Pentagon's right to use "the enormous Simonstown base," which is said to have the 
best dikes in the region between Gibraltar and Singapore. | 


The WASHINGTON POST also said that South Africa would be pleased to see American 
naval vessels stopping off at its ports once again and that it hopes the new govern- 
ment will unilaterally lift the arms embargo agreed upon in 1977 by the United Na- 
tions. 


In addition to these considerations of undeniable interest, there are other reveal- 
ing confidences in the American press, such as the recent attempt by the United 
States to get South Africa back into the International Labor Organization (ILO) , 
after more than 17 years of sanctions for its policy of apartheid in labor relations, 
reactivation of the old desire of the 1960's to set up a South Atlantic alliance, 

or the heretofore uncontradicted affirmation by the WASHINGTON POST concerning a 
possible consideration of recognition of the South African Bantustans by the United 
States. 


With respect to formulations of principle on the uncomfortable problem of apartheid, 
there has been no lack of these in the White House. For James Brady, the press 
secretary wounded in the attack on the President, “apartheid is a domestic matter 

of South Africa that cannot prevent an improvement of its relations with the United 
States." For the pragmatic Richard Allen, presidential aide for security affairs, 
it is a matter of "developing cooperation with the Republic of South Africa, despite 
apartheid, based on the interests of the United States." 


With this background, one has to admit that the Washington visit of Foreign Minister 
Roelof P. Botha seemed to be for the purpose of placing a seal on the "spectacular 
agreement" which the SUNDAY TIMES attributes to him. 


In the words of the South African representative himself, he returned to his coun- 
try "with a clear concept of the potential understanding between the United States 
and South Africa, including a "constructive commitment" which, naturally cnough, 
should only be viewed as a policy still being formulated. 


With respect to the issue of Namibia, the WASHINGTON POST emphasized that South 
Africa, on the occasion of the meeting between Botha and Reagan, the first at that 
level between the two countries in the last 2 years, rejected its previous approval 
of the installation of a UN peace force as a guarantee of the process of Namibian 
independence. 


This position corresponds to opinions in the NEW YORK TIMES, which identifies Ameri- 


can statements on the "premature nature" of independence with the official position 
of South Africa, adding that under the presidency of Jimmy Carter, the Pretoria 
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government "accepted in principle elections supervised by the Uniti 4 Nations and 
when Reagan won, it required a constitutional agreement previous to the elections." 


This seems to be the path of the final agreements adopted during Botha's visit and 


revealed by the American Black group Transafrica, which is opposed to the policy of 
apartheid, 


According to its documents, whose authenticity was confirmed by the administration, 
the United States is ready to open a "new chapter" in its relations with South 
Africa, which is naturally threatened by the spectre of communism. 


With Pretoria's cooperation, Washington will be able "to commit itself to putting 
an end to the leper's image of South Africa and try to restore its role as a legi- 
timate and important actor in the region." 


That is why it is very likely that in the study of its future African policy, the 
Republic government will solicit the opinions of the 6,000 American companies of 
all kinds that have commercial ties with or investments in South Africa, or espe- 
cially of the 65 transnationals that, according to a recent UN analysis, make a 
decisive contribution to maintaining the system of apartheid. 


In the final analysis, in order to understand Washington's reasons when it finally 
announces its policy on the African continent, we must remember Chester Crocker's 
criterion. With a typically American view of the future, he believes that "in 
terms of morality, while the policy of apartheid is abhorrent, it is preferable 
that the American companies remain in South Africa instead of pulling out, leaving 
the Black majority to deal with other multinational corporations." 


It is not difficult to imagine what that Black majority would think or the majority 
of the nations on the continent. 


' Budget, Economic Woes 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 21 Jun 81 pp 10-11 
[Article by Elpidio Valdivia: "New Remedies for an Incurable Evil"] 


[Text] The House of Representatives of the Congress of the United States just 
passed, by a vote of 253 to 1/76, the federal budget for 1982 presented by the Repub- 
lican administration. Nearly one-fourth of the legislators belonging to the Demo- 
cratic Party deserted to the Republican camp. 


Passage of the budget marks an extremely important step in the instrumentation of 
the economic program constituting one of the basic aspects of the policy being 
recommended by the new administration. 


What does this substantial change consist of and how does the Republic administra- 
tion intend to strengthen the role of the private sector? 


Until President Franklin D. Roosevelt came to power, the official economic policy 
of American governments could be characterized as a partial application of the 
laissez-faire principle that had marked all bourgeois political economics throughout 
the 19th century and the early 20th century. 
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With Roosevelt, the scheme changed. First of all, the government began to take a 
more active role in guiding the economy through a series of programs grouped together 
and called the New Deal, in which short-term measures to activate the economic situa- 
tion prevailed. 


Beginning with the crisis in 1974, the international capitalist economy entered a 
period of relative stagnation. The growth rates of the 1960's -- 5 percent annu- 
ally -- were not recovered and the phenomenon of chronic unemployment loomed. In 
the case of the United States, the stagnation was even more obvious. 


On top of this wave of economic crisis and the disillusionment of the population, 
a whole new rightist concept emerged in the handling of economic affairs, which the 
Republican Convention had made its own in July 1980 and turned into official policy 
beginning with the Republican victory in November of last year. 


The official position on the economic problems of the United States was expressed 
in the following terms: 


"Reducing the increase in wasteful spending, reducing taxation, reforming and elim- 
inating those regulations that are unnecessary and counterproductive and stimulating 
a consistent monetary policy aimed at maintaining the value of the currency." 


In essence, the program of the Republican administration is aimed at the redistribu- 
tion of income in favor of big capital and its representatives, for which purpose 
the first thing to be done would be to dismantle the so-called "welfare state" —- 
that is, the series of social welfare measures aimed at improving the relative posi- 
tion of the poorer groups of American society. 


Some of the cuts in social spending that can be expected are the following: 
Welfare 

One-sixth of the 10 million persons receiving aid to families with dependent chil- 
dren will be eliminated frim the program. The cut will amount to $1.2 billion. 


Persons over 18 will be excluded from benefits. 


States can consider that food and housing subsidies will reduce income received 
under those headings. 


Food Stamps 

The cut will be $2.6 billion, which went to 22 million persons. The eligibility of 
families of four is extended to those with a gross income of under $11,000 a year. 
It is currently $14,000. 

Some 400,000 family heads can be affected. 

Food for Children 

Over 10.3 million poor children, those whose families have incomes of under 


$11,640, will continue to receive free lunches, but families of four with an income 
of up to $15,600 will be partially affected. The latter figure seems precarious 
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given the astronomical prices, caused by inflation, of such basic needs sucn as rent, 
food, public health and education. 


Medicine 
Limits are being established. Savings of $1 billion. 
Housing Subsidies 


Many of the 3.2 million family heads in federal housing will have to pay 30 percent 
of the rent instead of 25 percent. 


Public Service Jobs 


The 340,000 jobs covered by the so-called Comprehensive Employment Training Act -- 
a law guaranteeing public service jobs for persons being trained for professions -- 
will be eliminated. 


In general, some 550 special health, education and social service programs will be 
affected. They will be grouped together as the states and local governments decide 
at their own discretion. 


Social Security 


In 1982, it will be reduced by $9 billion, with an accumulative figure of $46 billion 
by 1987. 


While the policy set up using federal funds is aimed at reducing social programs, 
with the resulting effect on lower-income groups, the policy as based on the income 
of the population openly favors the powerful. 


The antipopular nature of the new economic policy is shown by the fact that practi- 
cally the only area of spending experiencing sustained growth is the military. 

The share of military spending in the budget is to go from 24.2 percent in 1981 to 
32.4 percent in 1984. In relative terms, this is an 88-percent increase in only 


/ 


4 years. 


Also affected are a number of allocations designed to subsidize the activities of 
private enterprises. This is the case of the cut in financing for the Export and 
Import Bank (EXIMBANK). The federal subsidy for the production of synthetic fuel 
is eliminated. 


The Republican administration's plan provides for a 30-percent reduction in taxes 
on personal income in 3 years, 10 percent annually. 


According to this program, within that length of time, a rich family of four with 

an income of $200,000 a year would have its taxes reduced 16 percent, while a family 
of incomparably lower income would have a reduction of 27 percent. However, in abso- 
lute terms, the rich family would save $10,775, while one of the middle-income 

groups would receive a few hundred dollars more. 
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For this year, inasmuch as 6 months have already gone by, the reduction would be 
5 percent. After paying the increased social security tax, the rich family would 
$533 more and the other family would have $196 less. 


ine depreciation period is cut in half, meaning that stores, factories, warehouses, 
and so on, will have to recover their invested value in 10 years; miscellaneous 
equipment in 5; trucks, automobiles, research equipment, and so on, in 3. 


The beneficiaries of this measure will mainly be the producers of automobiles, 
steel, rubber and chemical products. 


Some 2,000 corporations will obtain from 70 to 80 percent of the benefits and 
2 million businesses -- which supply 90 percent of all jobs -- will obtain only 
20 percent. 


In keeping with its programmed objectives, the administration is proceeding with 
singular energy to eliminate a whole series of regulations which previous governments 
had introduced for different purposes, such as preserving natural resources and 
protecting the population from the risks of environmental contamination, protection 
of consumer rights, and so on, 


Some 100 existing and pending regulations have been canceled, especially concerning 
the environment, transportation, agricultural products (revising of the net weight 
of canned foods), reconstituted milk, housing and postal services. 


Possible Lffects of New Policy 


The architects of the new American economic policy consider that the constant loss 
of economic incentives due to the obstruction of the action of laws on the market 
resulting from state interference constitutes the current state of the American 
economy. Because of this judgment, they are ready to introduce far-reaching change 
in its management. Will they be able to impose their complete program? 


In the final instance, it is not in the positions adopted by Congress where one will 
find the answer to this question. 


It will basically depend on the fight waged by large groups of the American people 
and on the practical results of the policy. 


The new strategy is to produce marvelous results: an inflation rate reduced by 
half (5 percent) in 5 years; economic growth of 4 or 5 percent annually; 13 million 
new jobs by the middle of the decade and a balanced budget by 1984. 


Margaret Thatcher's government proposed similar objectives in Great Britain and the 
results have been nothing but prolonged economic stagnation and growing unemployment 
only comparable to the years of the 1929-1933 depression. 


The capacity of a restrictive monetary policy: reduction in government spending 


and high bank interest rates, can have an effect on the level of prices to the extent 
that by restricting the level of economic activity and increasing unemployment, 
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the active workers will be forced to accept a reduction in wages. It is precisely 
this aspect that will give rise to a resurgence of the struggle for demands of the 
working class and other American lower-income groups. 


An analysis of Reagan's votes shows that he obtained the support of 27 percent of 
the liberal voters and 24 percent of Senator Kennedy's supporters, 47 percent of the 
union workers -- an unusual victory in the working sector -- and 36 percent of the 
voters of Hispanic origin, who in 1971 voted overwhelmingly for Carter: 85 percent. 
One can therefore conclude that the application of this economic platform will make 
it difficult for the Republicans to preserve this base of popular support which, 
although marginal, was decisive for the November 1980 victory. 


but that is not all. A prolonged period of recession will not only affect the 
labor market, but will also bring down a large share of the medium and small busi- 
nesses. It could also seriously affect the competitive position with respect to 
other countries, 


At the same time, the Republican economic policy emphasizes stimulation of economic 
growth by reducing taxes and eliminating government regulations, as we have already 
said. This will facilitate such expansion of economic activity that total income 
trom taxes will increase, meaning that despite the reduction in taxes, the fiscal 
deficit will not grow worse. 


vhile statistics show that in periods of crisis in recent decades, the monopolies 

did not reduce their prices in order to stimulate sales, but rather, maintained 
prices while reducing production, a boost in supply will not necessarily produce 
increases in production and lower prices, but rather, might result in a totally 
opposite trend. It is not any accident that out of the entire Republican economic 
program, this aspect is the one facing greatest opposition in political, professional 
and business circles, including representatives of Wall Street itself. 


No one can guarantee that the savings in personal income will be directed toward 
savings and investments, as is claimed, but rather, there are great possibilities 
that they will be rapidly spent on consumer goods, with the result of overheating 
economic activity and obtaining precisely the opposite of what is sought: heightening 
intlation. 


In the words of the well-known economist Paul A. Samuelson: "This year, we shall 
hear sweet words. Next year, when the sweet words are nothing more than that, we 
shall not hesitate to say: The only way to face our unprecedented crisis is by 
tolerating higher unemployment" 


Middle East Role 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 28 Jun 81 pp 10-11 
[Article by Elpidio Valdivia: "W' cre Are the Enemies of the Arabs Camped?"] 
[Text] For several decades, the Middle East, all of which reeks of oil, has been 


a top priority for the strategists who in successive waves have occupied the White 
House offices. 








The complex historical, social, political and economic problems that plague the 
region are well known, as are the many intrigues in which the American Government 
has had to involve itself in its constant desire to control -- there also -- the 
area's precious raw material. 


The current Republican administration, the maximum exponent of such tendencies, dis- 
plays a conspicuously blundering policy and does not duck this disturbing historical 
continuity. Rather, it seems to pick it up with greater enthusiasm, identification 
and policemanlike pride. 


No other conclusion could come from the ambiguous, confusing and antipopular policy 
that the new White House team has tried to put together since 20 January, when it 
took power in the United States. 


As an initial measure, Secretary of State Alexander Haig, former four-star general, 
was sent to the Middle East in April on a tour that would take in several countries 
in the region (Israel, Egypt, Jordan and Saudi Arabia). The mission was the first 
step of importance and according to official sources, even before the tour began, 
"it was exploratory in nature," with an essentially anti-Soviet content. 


The main political objectives of the visit were to initiate the first contacts with 
countries involved in the regional conflict, confirming the Umited States as their 
trustworthy ally, and establishing the foundations for broad action against the 
Soviet Union. 


It became apparent that the latter was the main objective to be achieved. In Is- 
rael, Haig expressed it clearly: "It should be recalled that the American strategy 
consists in developing a consensus in the face of the growing threat of Soviet 
imperialism." He was only ratifying the plans for the Middle East which the Repub- 
licans had proclaimed since the election. 

With the aforementioned "strategic consensus," the results to be achieved are clear: 
relegating the crucial problem in the region, the Arab-Israeli conflict, to a secon- 
dary level, shifting the center of attention to joint action against a hypothetical 
Soviet threat. No more absurd policy could possibly have been designed by the most 
ignorant reactionary government of modern times. 


Trying to make the Soviet Union, a well-known ally of the fight of the Arab peoples 
against Zionism, look like the cause of the area's problems was in itself an immi- 
nent failure. But Haig himself took it upon himself to make it more obvious when 
he wildly claimed that the Syrians exhibited "brutality" in the treatment of Chris- 
tians in Lebanon and that the Soviet Union was responsible for the events in that 
country. But he went even further, declaring that both Arabs and Israelis were 
threatened by "Soviet adventurism"™ and accusing the PLO, the legitimate representa- 
tive of the Palestinian people, and Libya as being the instrument of that policy. 


But what "strategic consensus" against the Soviets could there be between Arabs and 
Israelis when it became evident during Haig's own tour of the area that Israel 
continued to be the essential ally of imperialism in the Middle East? 


How could anyone maintain that the main conflict is not that between the Arabs and 
Israel? How could one hide the aggressive and hegemonic nature of Zionism? How 
could one fail to recognize the legitimacy of the Palestinian cause with the Arab 
nations? 
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Only in the minds of the new hotheads in the White House would it be possible to 
discern such absurdities which, as it is obvious, have no valid replies for the 
Washington-Tel Aviv axis. 


The regional contradictions are much broader than the simplistic view of the White 
House. The Egyptian Government gives priority to reactivation of the process begun 
at Camp David, in the interest of its domestic and international strengthening. 

The regional prestige and internal stability of Jordan and Saudi Arabia, among 
other Arab countries, depend substantially on recognizing the principle that the 
basic problem is the Arab-Israeli conflict. 


Even Israel has had reservations about the fact that possible American intentions 
of giving priority to the achievement of an Arab-Israeli alliance to face the USSR 
would relegate its status as a preferred ally to a secondary level. 


This last idea is based on the fact that the United States, as part of the search 
for the strategic consensus, maintains a policy aimed at establishing a greater 
alliance with Egypt and Saudi Arabia in all spheres. 


At the same time, after the elections to be held in Israel at the end of this month 
with an uncertain defeat of Begin, the United States also intends to promote the 
continuity of the Camp David process in a climate of greater moderation and through 
a diplomatic offensive that would bring other Arab countries to these positions. 
The recalcitrant nature of the current government of Israel is a major obstacle to 
these plans. 


As one achievement of Haig's tour, the Republican team's first approach to the 
Middle Eastern regional problem, one might point to the drafting of an agreement 
for the establishment of a military force in the inte, ated Sinai, according to 
initial information, made up of between 2,000 and 4,000 men, half of whom would be 
Americans. This is a big step forward in its intentions to maintain a permanent 
military force in the region, an old aspiration of the White House. 


Although it remains to be seen, the readaptation of the initial Republican strategy 
in the zone becomes ever more feasible, as a result of the frustration of its ini- 
tial positions when it became evident that Haig's mission had been checked by the 
majority opinion of the Arab countries that the conflict with Israel continued to 
be the region's main problem. 


The extreme Zionist right that governs in the country would soon confirm this. 


The policy of the current American Government has served as an undeniable stimulus 
in the world for the most aggressive positions. The first Israeli broadside was 
against Syria, practically upon the conclusion of Haig'’s trip. Begin had tacit 
American backing. According to his closest aides at the time, "the government of 
the United States ‘would understand’ Israeli military action if the confrontations 
between Syrians and Lebanese Christians do not cease." 


Neturally, the Republican administration did not disappoint them. Haig said: "The 


Christian militias are threatened by Syrian military activity.... There is great 
motivation in Israel to counterattack and preserve this element of Lebanese society." 
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These concepts gave backing to the emergence of one of the existing conflicts that 
maintains constant war tension in the Middle East. As we know, the current situation 
in Lebanon began because of the provocations of conservative Christian forces, which 
harassed the Syrian Army, but it was sharpened by the confrontations of the Arab 
Forces of Deterrence with the Lebanese Army and by attacks in southern Lebanon on 
progressive Palestinian positions by Israeli forces and the Christian militias, 
directly backed by Israel. 


Israel contributed to the sharpening of the situation with the intensification of 
its attacks on the region held by the Palestinians and with direct attacks on the 
Syrian forces, which, as a legitimate defense measure, installed antiaircraft 
rockets for the protection of their troops. 


As the crisis moved closer to war in April and the beginning of May -- still the 
case because of the arrogant Zionist attitude and the position of principle main- 
tained by Syria -- the United States actively tried to become involved as a mediator 
in the conflict, trying too late to save its already well-known concept of the 
"strategic consensus." A war in the region would be detrimental to it. 


Nevertheless, the crisis continued to reveal Tel Aviv's condition of being Washing- 
ton's main ally and exposed the identification of mutual interests, as well as the 
great weight which the so-called Jewish lobby has financially in the United States 
and the pressure which Israel can bring to bear on American positions. 


To the detriment of the "strategic consensus," the conflict has brought the Arab- 
Israeli conflict to the front. It has promoted Arab unity and revealed once more 
the position of principles of the USSR in the area. 


But the aggressiveness and the aims of Israel, especially of Begin's Likus coalition, 
are not seen only in its current action toward Syria. Anxious to ensure an election 
victory under domestic conditions not favorable to him, Israel attacked the nuclear 
plant at Tamuz in Iraq on 7 June, complicating the already tense regional situation 
and adding one more negative element to the worn strategy of Reagan's government. 


Yankee ignorance of the attack has been strongly questioned. The NBC television 
network reported that "the United States' intelligence services knew far in advance 
of Tel Aviv's plans to destroy the nuclear research center being built near Baghdad." 
Later revelations confirmed the initial suspicion. 


In the beginning, there was a moderately critical attitude. Later, as the result of 
pressure, they adopted positions of open support for the Israeli action. One of the 
most noteworthy was that of the leader of the Republican majority in the Senate, 
Howard Baker, who criticized Iraq and supported the attack, claiming that his words 
reflected the consensus of the Republican senators. 


But the most revealing remarks were made by President Reagan himself: "The Israeli 
leaders may have sincerely believed that the attack was an act of self-defense.... 
It is difficult to imagine that Israel signifies a threat to its neighbors. Rather 
the opposite is true since they have repeatedly shown their hostility to the exis- 
tence of the Israeli state...which had reasons for being concerned about Iraq's nu- 
clear facilities." 
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All of these elements tend to confirm the general opinion in Western news circles, 
which point out that "the success of the air operation and the support received by 
Begin from the United States may indefinitely stand in the way of any development 
of the mediation in which this country is involved in order to solve the Israeli- 
Syrian conflict." 


The growing Zionist bellicism places the United States’ policy in the Middle East 
in a fragile position, which is equivalent to a bigger crack in the credibility of 


the thesis which proclaims that the main danger in the area is the alleged Soviet 
threat. 


Western press media point out that the American foreign policy crisis in this region 
is manifested in "the great challenge of how to avoid reprisals against Israel 

while preserving the trust of the Arab world, and in maintaining that difficult 
balance." 


One can conclude that in a little less than 2 months, the real "strategic consensus" 
that has been achieved is nothing more than the confirmation that the enemies of 
the Arab world are permanently camped in Washington and Tel Aviv. 
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COUNTRY SECTION . CUBA 


ANTI-CUBAN CONSPIRACY SCORED 
Havana PRISMA LATINOAMERICANO in Spanish May 81 pp 22-23 
[Article by Victorio M. Copa] 


[Text] It is not necessary to be a great expert on United States strategy in 
the Caribbean and Central America to come to the conclusion that Washington is 
taking steps to spread its terrorist plan for the region. 


The complicity of the Americans in the scandalous and massive killings of Salva- 
dorans being carried out by the Christian Democratic military junta, armed and 
aided by Washington, and the threats against Nicaragua and Cuba, are issues that 
are aired in more detail every day in the American press. 


The facts show that provocations against Cuba, which have increased in recent 
months, have been planned in the laboratories of the CIA. 


In accordance with plans set in motion months ago, actions taken against Latin 
American embassies in Havana seek to isolate Cuba from the rest of Latin America 
and to give the impression of insecurity to other diplomatic missions on Cuban 
territory. 


The decision of the Colombian government to suspend relations with Cuba was con- 
sidered by Havana to coincide suspiciously with the anti-Cuban conspiracy origina- 
ting in Washington, the source of a campaign to erode Cuban prestige during the 
current militaristic offensive of the United States. 


The Bogota government's pretext this time was the supposed provision of arms, 
training and organization to the Colombian guerrilla movement, M-19, which has 
existed for many years, "even during the period prior to the triumph of the Cuban 
revolution,"' as was pointed out in a note from the Cuban Foreign Ministry. 


American plans to adversely affect Cuban-Colombian relations date from more than 
a year ago. In February of 1980, then Colombian ambassador to Cuba Clara Nieto 
de Ponce de Leon, assured journalists in Havana that there existed "a campaign 
in preparation to damage ties between various Latin American nations and Cuba." 


From that time onward the Colombian diplomat differed with the policies of her 


Foreign Ministry and thought that freezing bilateral relations would amount to 
"absolute blindness." 
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Clara Nieto de Ponce de Leon based her words on past experience, referring to 
the decade of the sixties, when, with the sole exception of Mexico, all Latin 
American countries severed relations with Havana following directions from Wash- 
ington. 


The Colombian diplomat then said, "There exist political circles in Colombia that 
really work to damage relations with Cuba." 


Such revelations quickly confirm the strength within the Bogota government of 
such circles, who must surely have been encouraged by recent events in two other 
Latin American embassies in Havana. 


The anti-Cuban conspiracy materialized more recently in the provocation mounted 
by American intelligence services at the Ecuadorean ambassy in Havana, an event 
that caused difficulties in relations between the two countries. 


Cuba accused the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency of preparing and Carrying out 
the assault on that diplomatic headquarters, taking advantage of good relations 
that existed between Havana and Quito. 


The group of anti-socials who carried out the assault and whom, days later, the 
embassy had to eject, confessed that the person who, in contact with a CIA offi- 
cial, promoted, encouraged, organized, and participated in the incident, was Fran- 
cisco de Sales Mascarenhas, the Portuguese charge d'affaires in Cuba. Later, he 
idmitted his implication in these events during a press interview in Lisbon. 


[In front of the diplomatic corps in Havana, Mascarenhas admitted that he knew 
the assailants. In an interview given to the Portuguese publication O PAIS, he 
also confessed that he spoke with the criminals, listened to their plans for as- 
sault and kidnaping, and kept a pistol for them in his home, even though he knew 
it was illegal to do so. In addition, he admitted many of the accusations of the 
Cuban Government. 


it is known that, without any investigation of the not at all diplomatic activities 
admitted by Macarenhas, the Cuban ambassador in Lisbon was declared persona non 
zrata by the Portuguese Government, a decision considered by the Portuguese press 
to be inappropriate and precipitous. 


A Lisbon newspaper emphasized the fact that Macarenhas' confession completely 
discredited the official explanation of the expulsion of the Cuban diplomat and 
of the dispute between the two nations. 


But the conspiracy has not been limited to assaults on embassies in Cuban territory 
by elements manipulated by the CIA, pressure on Latin American governments, and 
(he invention of alleged interference by Cuba in the internal affairs of other 
countries in the region. 


While concentrating a large number of warships in the Caribbean, and undertaking 


provocative maneuvers in the region, the United States permits, or organizes, 
the training of mercenary forces on its own territory. 
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Even American press agencies admit that several advisers to President Ronald Reagan 
wish to mobilize so-called "Cuban exiles" to undertake terrorist incursions against 
Cuba. 


American writer Saul Landau, in an article published in the newspaper NEWSDAY, 
said that the United States encourages international terrorism not only abroad, 
but on American soil as well. 


As an example, he cited the activities of terrorist organizations made up of, coun- 
terrevolutionaries of Cuban origin, who in the last two years have carried out 
dozens of acts of terrorism. 


These armed bands train publicly, and even invite television networks to film 
their activities. They openly declare their intention of joining with any invasion 
force launched from the United States. 


Some members of the news media note that this policy of "laissez-faire" tends 
to create a situation similar to that of 1961, when the United States Government 
organized, armed and aided the abortive invasion at Playa Giron. 


The threats that are daily expressed by high American officials led a large group 
made up of 25 organizations from various U.S. cities to hold a world conference 
at which they agreed to initiate a "national and international campaign against 
the dangerous policy of the U.S. toward the Cuban revolution." 


An organizing committee created by the world conference against the Cuban blockade 
will count among its objectives the struggle against Washington's plans to impli- 
cate Cuba in the current situation in El Salvador in order to justify open military 
intervention in that Central American nation. 


Institutions and individuals with trade union, religious, professional and student 
affiliations all took part in the conference supporting Cuba, held in Washington. 


During the meeting (the first of its kind ever held in the United States), former 
U.S. Attorney General Ramsey Clark told the press that any and all means must 
be employed to prevent American intervention in any part of the world. 


Numerous press commentators in Latin America and other regions expressed the same 
sentiments as the progressive elements meeting in the American capital, thereby 
unmasking Washington's aggressive designs. 


Meanwhile, the entire Cuban nation participated in preparations for the defense 
of the country against new threats. While urgent production tasks went forward, 
the streets filled with workers who, on their own time, drilled with small arms 
in order to fill the ranks of the Militia of Territorial Troops, an effective 
complement to regular military units standing ready to repulse any aggression. 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


ACTIVITIES OF MEDICAL BRIGADE IN TANZANIA REPORTED 
Havana CUBA INTERNACIONAL in Spanish Jun 81 pp 12-13 
(Article by Miguel Rivero] 


_Text] The Fourth Cuban Medical Brigade, deployed in Tanzania, has just finished 
its work with a result of more than 320,000 consultations, 4,913 operations in 
all specializations, 4,883 births carried out directly by Cuban personnel, and 
countless services in opthalmology, laparoscopy and other areas. 


Moreover, this is the first brigade to have completed 2 consecutive years in the 
‘ountry. Tanzanian officials feel this has been extremely useful, because the 
experiences of the first year can be applied better during that period. Earlier 
brigades stayed in the country only 12 to 15 months. 


Surgeon Lazaro Cardenas, who had already completed internationalist missions in 
Algeria and Angola, is the chief of the Cuban doctors. 


Cardenas has a vast knowledge of Tanzanian affairs. He can already engage in 
small conversations in Swahili, and he speaks with great enthusiasm about the 
work done by the 28 Cuban doctors who are working under his leadership, not only 
in the city of Dar-es-Salaam, but also in Tanga, Arusha, Pemba and Lindi. 


"The brigades that are working in Lindi and Pemba are the ones that have had*to 
deal with the harshest conditions, due to the remoteness of the place and the 
lack of some resources. However, that has been compensated to a great extent by 
the affection and concern the populace has shown for our doctors," stresses Dr 
Cardenas. 


The chief of the brigade also reported that a scientific seminar was held 
recently. "We had it at a place in Tanga, which is geographically in the center 
of the country. All the Cuban physicians participated, along with high officials 
of the Public Health Ministry and even Soviet and East German doctors." 


When asked about relations with Tanzanian authorities, the chief of the Cuban 
medical brigade stated: "I can say that they are excellent. That is the best way 
to describe them. There is great mutual understanding, which has enabled us to 
coordinate perfectly our work with our Tanzanian colleagues." 











The make-up of the medical brigade is as follows: 6 general surgeons, 2 pediatric 
surgeons, 4 anesthetists, 5 obstetricians, 2 pediatricians, 2 ear, nose and 
throat specialists, 1 orthopedist, 1 epidemiologist, 1 administrative nurse, 3 
specialists in internal medicine and 1 radiologist. 


There is no one more qualified than Professor Philip P. Hiza, chief of medical 
services at the Muhimbili Teaching Hospital in Dar-es-Salaam, to give an authorita- 
tive opinion on the work of the Cuban doctors. Dr Hiza has been working at this 
hospital for more than 10 years, and thus has had an opportunity to share with 
all the Cuban medical brigades that have served in Tanzania. 


"We should take note of the work done by the Cuban surgeons and pediatricians. lI 
have worked alongside them for several years, and I admire the passion they have 
for their work and the ease with which they understand our problems,"' emphasized 
Prof Hiza. 


"I believe," he added, "that the Cuban medical care has been formidable. Proof of 
that is the population's appreciation for the work done by my Cuban colleagues. 
Furthermore, we should point out that since our center is associated with the 
University of Dar-es-Salaam, the tasks of the Cuban doctors are not limited to 
office visits or surgical procedures. They also share their knowledge and exper- 
ience, and that is a factor that cannot be measured with mere statistics. For us 
it is of inestimable value." 


New Rural Secondary School 


Some 130 kilometers south of Dar-es-Salaam, several buildings that will be a new 
rural basic secondary school are already going up. The school will be able to 
serve 500 students. Construction is taking place in Kibiti, but this time we can 
see a qualitative change if we compare this project with the other three secon- 
dary schools built in the country with Cuban assistance: The construction is 
being carried out by a brigade of Tanzanian workers who receive only technical 
advice from the Cubans. 


Jose Antonio del Rio Reyes, 26, is a young Cuban architect who is fulfilling his 
first internationalist duty. We found him in a small wood house in the outskirts 
of Dar-es-Salaam. This is the home-office where he stays during his short visits 
to the capital to discuss with Tanzanian authorities some aspects of the project 
that is being carried out in Kibiti. 


"One hundred fifty Tanzanians are working on the construction of this new 
school," reports Del Rio. "The work began in late 1978, and they are already 
completely finished with the classroom building, the office-dining room and the 
boys' dormitory. We are working with a pre-fabricated plant on the site, and we 
have encountered some difficulties because of the lack of materials or the 
break-down of some equipment. Those factors have delayed the execution of the 
project." 


At this time, Cuban consultation is limited to a small mission made up of a 


general project supervisor, the main architect, two mid-level technicians, an 
expert in the use of equipment, a general mechanic and a mechanical electrician. 
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The advisory group also included a planning specialist, "but a few weeks after we 
arrived in Tanzania, we realized that the Tanzanian colleague was doing this work 
perfectly, and our comrade returned to Cuba," said the Cuban architect. 


"The Tanzanian workers,'' he added, "have shown a great interest in improving them- 
selves, and we have seen them master the construction techniques for this type of 
school. They work with great discipline, placing much emphasis on quality." 


The Cuban architect also reports that recently there was a meeting with representa- 
tives of the Ministry of Education, the Chama Cha Mapinduzi Party and district 
authorities. Agreements were made to guarantee the supply of materials and parts 
for equipment, which should speed up the completion of this project. 


History of Cooperation 


Emilio Perez Galdo has been an economic adviser at the Cuban embassy in Tanzania 
for 4 years. He is in charge of cooperation programs, and has traveled by jeep 
all over the country to visit the Cuban technicians. 


The Cuban official reveals that cooperation between the two countries was stepped 
up after Tanzanian President Julius K. Nyerere visited Cuba between 18 and 22 
September 1974. On that occasion a pact for scientific and technical cooperation 
was signed. 


Between 1975 and 1977, Cuban cooperation had already extended to the construction 
of three rural basic secondary schools, artificial insemination, public health, 
the sugar industry and other sectors of the economy. 


More than 200 Cuban construction workers went to Tanzania and worked intensively 
to finish three rural secondary schools. Today those schools are operating at 
full capacity in Ifakara, Kilosa and Ruvu. This project cost 9 million pesos. It 
was under the technical guidance of those workers that the Tanzanian workers now 
operating in Kibiti, were trained. 


In May 1977 a large artificial insemination center was finished in Butiama, with 
the cooperation of Cuban workers and technicians. At present four Cuban special- 
ists are working there. In total, more than 400 Tanzanian students have been 
graduated as mid-level technicians. In June 1978 44 studs arrived in Tanzania, 
donated by the Cuban Government; they are now in Butiama. 


Another field where cooperation is taking place is education. Three Cuban instruc- 
tors are giving classes in Spanish at several secondary schools in Dar-es-Salaam, 


and two Cuban students are learning Swahili at the university there. 


But more important than the statistics, sometimes cold and inexpressive, are the 
admiration and affection that the Cubans have earned throughout the country. 


At the pediatric clinic, we saw a mother and her child, who had been operated on 
recently by Cuban doctors. 
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"They saved his life. They have come from far away to help us. They are away from 
their families. It is an invaluable help." 


And those words summed up a great deal of feeling for Cuba. "It is the best 
payment we could receive,'' commented Dr Cardenas. 
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Rolando is like an older brother for them. He has been in these troops for about 4 
years, since he graduated from the National School. One of his responsibilities is 
to train the children. He has the following opinion of them: 

"They are good, disciplined, alert to learn. As children, they are happy and play- 
ful but they are also capable of standing guard at an observation point and patrol- 
ing, accompanied, of course, by an older person. They are as responsible as anyone." 


orbi del Toro said that he would like to be a border guard although Sanchez, the in- 
structor, and the other soldiers told him that it is necessary to suffer cold, damp- 
ness, bugs and a host of other things. He would very happily go through these in 

er to have his AKM, to be able to fire at the enemy if necessary, to go with the 
s and take care of the borders like they do. 


sr let us shoot them. They tell us that that is not children's work; it is not 
necessary yet....There are comrades who are upset but not me. If that day comes 

i it is necessary to shoot at the Yankees, with the same ease that I load and un- 
load the rifle, I will take it like this, close my left eye and look with my right 
eye through the sight, lining it up with the target. Then I pull the trigger and...." 


He added: "They teach us to load and unload Makarov pistols and AKM's but they ne- 


4d this with a roguish smile although there is such conviction in his 
m hat there is no question about what he said. His sister Mireles, Ismael Lo- 
saina and all those present nodded their heads in agreement. Lobaina, 14 years 
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"“lsrpe we children and adolescents learn and develop like in the rest of the country, 
but 't forget that the Yankee naval base is very close to us. The enemy of the 
fatherland never learns. Therefore, we always have to be alert." 


Everything Has Changed Today 


the beginning, 18 years ago, everything was different. Then they told you to go 
h your patrol to watch from that coast. We border guards went with provisions 

‘or 5 days which stretched into 10 or 15 days. There was not much time to think. 

You took the "Pepecha," ammunition, cans of sardines, condensed milk, sausage and 

"Dussian meat" and other things. We went without a roof other than the sky, a 

he in the rocks or a cave shared with bats and mushrooms. 


You had to be your own cook and economist--that Is, magician=--to multiply the nun- 
© cans and survive for more than the number of days the mission was planned 
for which always ended up doubled or tripled. Our mission was the same as now with 
the same determination and a minimum of resources: to protect our coasts, to pre- 
vent infiltrations which were prevalent then and, especially, if the enemy managed 
> land, to keep him from going any further. It was not easy. However, we ful- 
*jlled our mission satisfactorily in those early times, almost without food, shel- 
ter, observation equipment, naval technology, the tremendous Support of the auxi- 
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liary, the militiamen, the Mirando al Mar detachments, the Youth Border Patrols, 


il the people and each hut or ranch, scattered or grouped along our coast. Today, 
in one way or another, they watch every inch of our coasts as effective supporters 
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How different the present is from those first years! The means of living, fighting 
and working have made a 180-degree turn, from night to day. Today it is more plea- 
gant to be a border guard although we old guards share with the newest guards the 
long hours of vigilance, the balanced rations, the comfortable shelter, the defined 
mission for yesterday, today and tomorrow: to zealously guard our coasts; to pre- 
vent the enemy from entering or fleeing; and to keep our coasts, beaches and terri- 
torial waters inviolable. 


This could have been reported by 52-year-old 1st Lt Luis Tito Olivares or by his 
contemporary, 2nd Sgt Gloriardo Diaz Vargas. Like many other members of this de- 
tachment, their service records include the honored experience of having been 
founders of the TGF in Guantanamo Province. 


Maj Servando Perez Martinez stated: "Today, as the founders say, our troops con- 
stitute an impregnable defense. The work with the coastal people, not in 1 year 
but in many, can be seen, regardless of whether they are in the Mirando al Mar de- 
tachments, militia, auxiliary or the youth patrols. All this is given priority 

by the chiefs and cadres who must do specific political work." 


Servando added: "From the historical point of view, this work with the people has 
meant that the people support the missions and tasks of preserving our borders." 


Servando continued: "About 20 infiltrations and hundreds of attempted illegal de- 
partures from the country have been prevented by the members of these troops with 

the support of all the coastal people and in close coordination with our brothers 

in the FAR, especially the Eastern Army and the Border Brigade." 


Major Servando said that he is a genuine product of the FAR. He served in it for 
more than a decade, took courses at one of the Soviet academies and later was chief 
of a tank unit. In 1970, he joined MININT as a member of the TGF in the old east- 
ern district. 


Servando is very well liked and respected by his subordinates. They said: "With- 
out making concessions or diminishing his authority and demand, he knows how to 

be a capable chief, comrade and brother. Most importantly, he lives with his 
troops, sharing with us the hard hours of vigilance, the times of tension in each 
operation, mission, training and other work in the daily life of a border guard. 
In other words, he is one more border guard." 


Major Perez Martinez pointed out: "We are satisfied with the humane and revolutio 
ary quality, the high sense of fulfillment of duty and the selflessness and stoici-m 
of our soldiers and the inhabitants of the coastal town who.are a valuable support " 


Major Servando Perez continued: "Taking advantage of this special opportunity that 
VERDE OLIVO is giving us, we want to transmit a revolutionary greeting from this 
front trench that we share with the veteran and heroic soldiers of the Border Bri- 
gade to all the members of MININT on its 20th anniversary and, especially, the mei- 
bers of the TGF who fulfill the sacred duty of watching, preserving and protecting 
every inch of the borders of our country." 
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Singular Landscape 


It is dozens of kilometers by land or miles by sea to go from Imias to Tacobay, the 
furthest point from Baracoa and Nibujon. 


If it is by sea, the trip will be easy although not good for weak hearts because 

of the incredible speeds of the speedboats, the medium tonnage GRIF units and other 
naval equipment of this detachment. It is capable of carrying them there in tae 
blink of an eye. However, if one goes by land, it is different. That was the route 


’ 
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Without being chauvinistic, the sea that borders our coasts is very beautiful, noble 
nd romantic in no.mal times. Here, in the easternmost region of the country, the 
aribbean Sea that bathes the northern and southern coasts of Guantanamo Province 
sems different than on the rest of the Cuban coasts, not only because of the heroic 
tmosphere breathed in all areas of the naval base but because this sea, in con- 
trast with the mountain chain that serves as background, offers an exceptional land- 
scape, incredibly beautiful, recreational and touristic. 


If you do not believe this, leave Imias and take the Via lulata which was started 
under the mismanagement of the dictator and finished by the revolution. You will 
see one of the most picturesque places in Cuba. 


) travel on a highway that regularly slips along the coast. Sometimes it ends up 
+ the sides of the mountain and other times it goes way up. With its constant 
ziezazeing and going up and down, there are viewpoints where even the most indif- 

t person must admire the view. 

In the well-known "Alto de Cotilla," after you conquer the "Loma de la Farola," 
there is a diner well supplied with cookies, bananas, papaya, coconut, run, coffee 
and pure spring water from there. You can see the coasts meet the sea on the hori- 
7on and the resplendent clean, greenish-blue waters. This is the kingdom of our 
border guards. 


Then going down precipitously and continually, Baracoa will surprise you. it is 
constantly being remodeled day after day by the revolution, expanded, dignified as 
4 national monument, with new projects proliferating everywhere and the new man 
who rises up, as Che and Fidel knew, in these places that only became linked with 
civilization through the fulfillment of the Moncada program and the fruitful crea- 
tive work of the socialist revolution which justly began in Cuba with the 
countryside. 


ter leaving "Alto de Cotilla" behind, there will be an exotic panorama with hun- 
eds of thousands of pines as far as the eye can see. Part of this landscape are 

-he comrades constantly cleaning the road, maintaining the natural fountains that 

flow spontaneously fresh and clean, while others, the agricultural workers, are 

in almost inconceivable positions sowing coffee fields in the shade of the pines, 

f which are already witnesses to these flowering plants. 


. 
~ 


Cayo Tacobay Observation Post is one of the most singular, isolated and funda- 
mental posts in the coastal vigilance system of the TGF Detachment in Guantanamo 
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This picturesque place on Tacobay Bay is an enormous rock some 700 meters long by 
170 meters at its widest point. In the past, a U.S. couple lived there and, a- 

cording to what is told there, owned a mansion, the rock, the bay and everything 

in sight. 


"Apart from this house where our observation post is located, there is another in- 
habited by Augusto Perdomo and his family. Augusto was employed by the Yankees for 
many years; today he is one of the best auxiliaries in the TGF," explained 2nd Sgt 
Meinardo Velazquez, post chief. He added: 


"Here life is very pleasant. The air is very healthy; the comrades are great. Ac- 
cording to the history of the unit, there have not been any enemy activities in our 
area for several years. That is good but we still do not lower our guard." 


One thing that attracts attention in this small collective is the modesty and sin- 
plicity of its members, the high sense that they have of fulfilling their duty and 
their discipline and selflessness, very common qualities in the TGF. 


Augusto stated: "These boys are very good. Il love them like my own sons which 
they could all be since I am 52 years old and the oldest is only 29." 


Augusto is quite right to evaluate them this way. With their daily work, their 
long hours of sleeplessness, their devotion to coastal vigilance in Guantanamo 
Province--in Tacobay, Baracoa, Tortuguilla, Hatibonico, Maisi, Imias, Boca del Ta- 
cre, Boca de Jauco, Caimanera or any of the different points in the center and west 
--they have become worthy of the respect and the recognition of all our people. 


For all this and for what these troops represent, Ramiro Valdes, member of the Po- 
litboro and minister of the interior, referred to the TGF in part of his speech at 
the main ceremony for the 20th anniversary of MININT. 


He said: "We can say that our veteran TGF watch every inch of our coasts and 


beaches with sleepless eyes. They fill the front trenches of the fatherland with 
bravery and an exemplary spirit of sacrifice." 
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COUNTRY SSCTION CUBA 


PROBLEM OF LEADSRSHIP IN MILITARY SSRVICES DISCUSSED 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 21 Jun 81 pp 41-43 


[Article by Capt Leonel Gorrin Merida, professor at the Gen Antonio Maceo FAR 
Interservice School in "Military Sducation and Psychology Issues" section; passages 
enclosed in slantlines printed in boldface | 
xt | The problem of leading men is one of those of most current interest in the 
d of today, There is today practically not a single activity that man can 
velop in isolation from his fellow man, This situation, which is produced by the 
l of development attained by production forces and relations, is most evident 
e conditions under which the FAR [ Revolutionary Armed Forces | operate, The 

success of the effort to educate, instruct and generally train the troops of small, 

dium-sized and larse units depends on the leadership activity of leaders, poli- 
tical workers, party organizations and the UJC [Union of Young Communists ]. Victory 
in this campaign stands in direct relation to the solidity, character, flexibility 
and scientific approach of our leadership, 


All FAR activities are governed by the principle of command and subordination, 

“No soldier may act independently, He is always part of a given team or unit to 
which he is subordinated and in conjunction with which he acts, This leads to the 
need for a single command, As Karl Marx noted in his masterpiece, "Das Kapital," 
a violinist can play alone but an orchestra needs a conductor, 


adership as a human activity is the process of leading an individual or a group 
individuals to achieve specific objectives, As a social phenomenon it has a 

ss nature which determines the ways in which it is carried out, its content and 
jectives, By virtue of this we may say that there are at the present time two 
dominant forms of leadership in the world of today: 


Bourseois-style leadership, 
Leninistestyle leadership, 


With the disappearance of competing classes and the birth of a new means of produc- 
tion, the objective conditions for the existence of the Leninist type as the supe=- 


rior kind of leadership over people are created, 


owever, the triumph of the socialist means of production alone does not automati- 
cally lead to the total disappearance of the old form of leadership, 
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Various factors of an objective and a subjective nature influence the birth, de- 
velopment and total consolidation of the superior form of leadership over men, 
During a given phase in the construction of the new society both remainders of the 
old, already obsolete form and the superior type of leadership coexist, 


There is a diametric opposition between the bourgeois and the Leninist forms of 
leadership that is fundamental — and, moreover, of a class nature — for the fol- 
lowing reasons: 


1, The nature of the leader's personality, 

2, The nature of the leadership process, its content and objectives, 

3. The nature of the men who are being led, 

Let us now dwell on several of these points, 

Traits the Chief or Leader Must Have As a Prerequisite to Behaving As a Leninist 


The description of these traits requires a many=-sided and complete analysis of the 
leader's personality, Let us begin with what constitutes the central core of his 
personality: his intellectual qualities, Our analysis, therefore, has to begin 
with the motivational state of the men, that is, personality orientation, 


System of Interests 


A leader who wishes to endow himself with a truly Leninist style of leadership mst 
like to lead and like the occupation in which he functions as a leader, The job 

of educating, instructing or training new generations for the complex tasks of the 
defense and construction of socialism is a daily task, a difficult one that above 
all demands of the leader a liking for the job, 


While in a capitalist society what motivates the citizen to lead is the greater 
profits he stands to gain by it, that is, the interest he has in leading is of a 
material nature, in a socialist society in order to be able to lead in a Leninist 
style the primary interest is a spiritual one, It involves regarding the job of 
leadership as a means of internal satisfaction, Being a leader to create an aura 
of "fame" or "importance" about oneself, striving to be outstanding not for the 
common welfare, but for personal gain in order to create a false imag» of one's 
personality is foreign to the Leninist style of leadership, 


Such negative elements in the orientation of one's personality are foreign to the 
officers of our glorious FAR, Our leaders and political workers love their mili- 
tary profession and the leadership activities they engage in, Over the years that 
the revolutionary government has been in power our officers have typically been 
capable of at any time subordinating their personal interests to the interests of 
our society, the interests of the collectivity, To serve as a leader for the pur 
pose of satisfying petty, personal interests is one of the things that is most 
foreign to the Leninist style of leadership, 











System of Ideals 


No one is born a chief or a leader, like any other activity, this one is learned 
in the course of one's life, 


For as long as an individual does not achieve any definite mastery in this complex 
kind of leadership, he strives to imitate of follow the example of others he re- 
gards as models, This phenomenon also persists later when he has achieved a cer 
tain degree of mastery over the strengths and qualities of the model, 


It is important to choose positive models and relate modestly to them, On several 
occasions we have found comrades behaving improperly who then justify such behavior 
b; imputing to others the same behavior, Such an attitude is incompatible with 

the Leninist style of leadership, Im our society the chief or leader mist always 
critically amd self=-critically analyze his actions and those of his comrades as 
well as those of the model he is trying to emlate, 


Self-sufficiency, the feeling that no one can point out to us how we ought and have 
to lead is something that is unbecoming to our officers, who modestly and simply 
do their jobs, 


System of Convictions 


As superior personality motivations, convictions determine the behavior of indivi- 
duals, Commmist convictions are acquired as the result of thorough mastery of 
Marxist-Leninist theory, the adoption of positive attitudes toward different situ- 
ations and the practical realization of one's abilities, To lead as a Leninist 
means unity of word and deed, 


The basic technique of Leninist leadership is persuasion, But only he who is con- 
vinced can persuade others, To conduct the activity of defense and construction of 
socialism, it is necessary to be thoroughly familiar with the essence of Marxist- 
Leninism, the content and objectives of our country and party's national and inter=- 
national policies, This is why, for a leader to lead in Leninist style, he mst 
constantly study the theoretical bases that govern our society, Poor theoretical 
knowledge of Marxist=-Leninism is foreign to the Leninist style, Someone who has 

no knowledge of the Marxist doctrine cannot scientifically govern, 


To direct the construction of a socialist society and its defense, it is necessary 
to know the laws and regularities that govern this process, But it is not enough 
to have an extensive theoretical mastery of the problems yet not know how to put 
it into practice, Demagogy is something that is totally foreign to the Leninist 
style of leadership, A chief or leader of our society cannot be indifferent to 
this country and the world's political and social problems, Positive attitudes 
toward these situations is a top requirement for hin, 


When analyzing the personality of a leader, we must of necessity dwell on his 
/character/ traits, These mental properties tell us about the attitudes the in- 
dividual has toward the society, his job, his fellow men and himself, In the opi- 
nion of distinguished psychologists, character is the image of the individual, 
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fhe chief or leader of a socialist army is above all a man who is extremely /sen- 
sitive/ to the problems of others and of the society, Characteristic of him are 
his humanity and kindness, his firmmess in the application of revolutionary prin- 
ciples, The Leninist style demands of leaders great /firmess/ of character yet 

at the same time /flexibility/, Om the one hand, a chief or leader cannot be con 
stantly changing his mind to please everyone and not be on bad terms with anyone, 

A chief or leader mst know how to stick to his decisions and carry them out, But 
while this is happening, conditions may change and a decision that was right yester- 
day may be wrong today, In these cases the leader mst conform to the new situation 
that has arisen, which bespeaks the flexibility of his character, To stubbormly 
insist on absolute ideas just to be obstinate is a quality that is totally foreign 
to the Leninist style of leadership, 


/Tenacity/ in one's work and an /industrious attitude/ are other qualities needed 
in a man to be able to lead in Leninist style, 


Liking his job, the leader dedicates himself completely to it and strives to achieve 
maximum effectiveness, Because of his efforts, he is considered to be a pioneer, 
He has the right to rest but not to rest until his job is done, 


Independence is another highly prized trait in the chief or leader of a socialist 
state, This does not mean that he should behave anarchically, rather quite the 
contrary, It assumes that he knows how to make decisions when faced with the most 
complex and varied of problems that come up in life and lead men dow the path to 
success and victory, 


To lead in Leninist style means /to respect and concern ourselves with/ the men we 
lead while at the same time /demanding/ of them that they perform their duties and 
obligations in the time and with the quality required, It means knowing how to 

make demands on oneself, launching a campaign with oneself to achieve daily improve— 
ment, 


Maintaining a high degree of earnestness in one's work is another important pre=- 
requisite for a leader, This does not mean that the leader has to act like an ogre 
to exercise his leadership, Possession of a cheerful and pleasant disposition is 
a quality of commnist leadership that certainly contributes toward bringing us 
closer to the men we lead, The earnestness is displayed in the responsibility with 
which we are capable of carrying out our duty and obligations, 


To lead in Leninist style, achief or leader mst have a great deal of /self-control/, 
As a characteristic personality trait, irritability leads to conflicting situations 
in the business of leading, Similarly, possession of such negative character traits 
as self-complacency, formalism, inconsistency, lack of standards and pessimism are 
foreign to a commnist leader, 


In connection with these and many other traits, we mst emphasize several of the 
typical /qualities/ of the personality of a leader, 


Being a chief or leader is by no means an unattainable profession that demands some 
special talent, Like any other occupation, leadership is learned in the course of 
one's life, But to be able to achieve success in this fielc an individual mst 
develop certain qualities, 


72 








Among them is creative ability, The circumstances under which military activity 
takes place, the training of men for war and the leading of combat actions, do not 
require previously elaborated plans, but creativity and dynamic thinking, 


One has to have high intellectual capability, The leader's job requires flexible, 
profound, analytic and synthetic thinking, He has to have the ability to anticipate, 
Events mst not take him by surprise, Being able to anticipate does not mean guess= 
ing, It means drawing the necessary conclusions from the events one experiences in 
order to ascertain the regular patterms that govern the course of events, 


Tnis ability places a premium on the leader's authority, increases the effectiveness 
of our efforts and avoids stupid failures, In connection with this we mst stress 
the leader's teaching ability, which enables him to possess acute powers of obser 
vation and the necessary tact in his work as leader, 


Guiding his men toward effectiveness, success and victory requires organization, 
which is why the leader must have great organizational ability in his own job as 
well as in the work of his subordinates, 


These abilities make it nossible for him to become an expert leader, On the one 

nand, this expertise implies a very exacting attitude in connection with his con= 

cerns and, on the other, respect for those he leads, It implies knowing how to 
reate conditions favorable to the successful development of his leadership activi- 
ties, This is displayed through a great talent for knowing how to attract the 

rest of the men, 


Professional ability is another necessary component in a man for him to be able to 
exercise genuinely scientific leadership, If the leader is incapable of achieving 
success in the domain he heads, his authority is weakened and his leadership is 
ineffective, 


/Training in intellectual pursuits/ is closely related to these abilities, The 
chief or leader of a socialist army mst possess thorough and solid knowledge of 
political, military, technical and professional and general cultural affairs, He 
must depend on solid professional and leadership habits and abilities, 


In the performance of his daily chores he goes on acquiring the general, profes- 
sional and leadership experience necessary to do a proper job, He achieves this 
thanks to a constant critical and self-critical analysis of his actions and those 
of his comrades and subordinates, 


We believe we have so far covered only some of the qualities needed in the leader 
of a socialist society, We might even say more about his emotional relations, his 
states of mind, his language, etc,, but that would make this article very long, 
Suming up this aspect of the matter, we would like to reaffirm the thesis that, 
in order to lead with a Leninist leadership style, a man mst constantly work on 
himself, never feel that he is already perfect, modestly aid and receive aid that 
others offer hin, 


Characteristics of Leninist-Style Leadership Activity 


We are now simply going to mention those characteristics that are most essential in 
making leadership activity per se a superior form of human behavior: 
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Above all we assume the establishment of both longer-term and immediate objectives, 
To lead is not to command for the sake of commanding; it is to guide men in the 
performance of specific, scientifically conceived activities with well-defined 
objectives, 


Inherent in this scientific concept itself is the detailed planning of all elements 
for the achievement of the objectives, 


The men are faced with new problems that crop up in their daily activities, Many 
of these are very important, fundamental; others are secondary, To lead in Lenin- 
ist style is to know how to determine what is essential and on the basis of that 
to concentrate the necessary material and spiritual efforts and correctly distri- 
bute then, 


Along with the scientific nature of Leninist-style leadership activity there is 
another one of relevant importance: the educational, instructive and mtifaceted 
developmental disposition of the men, That is, to lead is not to command, although 
that is what it implies, It is to prepare men for action and activities that are 
of benefit to society in the political and ideological, military, professional, 
ethical and esthetic, intellectual, physical and other domains that make them more 
well-rounded, 


The employment of suitable educational techniques is necessary to achieve this, 


The superior kind of leadership requires the exercise of controls and the timely 
extension of necessary aid to those who are led, This activity has to be carried 
out periodically, fully, objectively, critically and self=critically, 


The great genius of mankind is to be found in the midst of the masses we lead, 
Here initiatives constantly crop up, new ideas appear, To obstinately stick to 
old ways of doing things is a sign of a metaphysical mentality, We mist encourage 
and dialectically support what is new, 


Leninist-style leadership establishes as an inviolable principle the maintenance 
of close contact with the masses, Such contact ought to be a mst for any truly 
communist leader, This cannot be accomplished formally, superficially, as if to 
create an image of relations when one is not really capable of prizing the richness 
of such a necessity, 


In the course of leadership activities we mst be familiar with the concerns, opi- 
nions, states of mind and needs of the masses, We mst objectively and critically 
evaluate such factors, their causes and the repercussions they have on the work at 
hand, and take the necessary steps to create a healthy climate that will make 
possible the successful development of our efforts, 


In conjunction with this above-mentioned characteristic, there is the permanent 
task of struggling to satisfy the various needs and concerns of the masses, 


A very important feature of the leader's job in a socialist society is to instill 
every effort made by the men with a party, a class spirit, In every aspect of 
their work the men mst sense the socialist nature of the work, their social and 
political contribution, 
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Leninist=-style leadership implies application of the principle of democratic cen- 
tralisn, 


For our work to be considered effective we mst establish proper and natural bi- 
lateral communications between leaders and those who are led, 


The exercise of Leninistestyle leadership requires a constant competitive stimla- 
tion that compels the men to daily contribute their maximai efforts for the good 
of the society and the collectivity, 


Without any doubt this is one of the most complicated, most demanding of human 
activities there is, and at the same time one of the finest when we tirelessly 
struggle to successfully effect it, 


11,466 
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COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


FAR COMBAT READINESS DIRECTORATE CELEBRATES 20TH YEAR 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 28 Jun 81 pp 8&9 


eel "20th Anniversary of FAR Combat Training Directorate: Toward New Suc- 
cesses" 





[Text] The Revolutionary Armed Forces (FAR) Cowbat Training Directorate (DPC) is 
celebrating the 20th anniversary of its founding, 


In the course of its existence it has carried out many complex tasks having to do 
with the organization and administration of the troop training process, which has 
decisively affected the ever more solid defense of our socialist fatherland, 


Only a few months after the defeat of the American imperialist mercenaries at Playa 
Giron on 15 June 1961, the then Operations and Combat Section was created with the 
mission of unifying all of our training systems, for both enlisted men and officers, 
simultaneously directing and supervising all these activities, 


During those early days, marked by the constant threats and aggressive actions of 
the Yankee imperialists, despite the little experience its personnel had, this 
directorate was able to admirably train regular units, many of which actively par= 
ticipated in the campaign against the bandits who were operating in different parts 
of the country, chiefly in Escambray, 


As the years went by, while the job the DPC was doing was improved on, it became 
more complex since the FAR was assimilating an enormous volume of combat technology, 
characterized by a high degree of fire power, greater maneuverability and automa-~ 
tion, This naturally demanded constant upgrading of the military=-technical compe- 
tence of cadres and specialists at all levels, an effort toward which the adminis- 
trative agency for training in the FAR decisively contributed, 


During these 2 decades of sustained effort, the DPC has worked up study programs 
appropriate to the advances made in military science and the improvement of the FAR 
and has composed the text books it uses in the training programs and the effort 
aimed at training cadres, 


It also guides and directs the elaboration of the teaching materials used in the 
units, an important task which ensures the proper combat training of the FAR, 
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In the preparation and execution of various military parades and reviews, the DPC 
has put its organizational ability and dedication to the test to see to it that 
these activities are carried out with the quality our working people deserve, A 


sample of this was the 20th Anniversary of the Revolutionary Victory Military Re- 
view, 


Also outstanding is the job done with regard to the physical training of the men, 
which runs from the simplest kinds of exercises performed on practice grounds de=- 
signed for that activity to sporting events in which the athletic abilities of 
FAR members are exhibited, 


The DPC has also directed all the maneuvers, exercises and drills that have con= 


stituted a real combat training school for the purpose of successfully performing 
in any kind of modern combat, 


But not only has the DPC been able to organize and direct the entire process of 
training our regular troops, but also under its guidance are tens of thousands of 
reservists who constitute part of the FAR, men who systematically receive the 
training that enables them to perfect their military skills, 


Twenty years after its founding the party and the Ministry of the FAR have entrusted 
it with a new mission: the training of the Territorial Troop Militias, a people's 
military force that plays an important role as a complement of the socialist father 
land's defense system, Faced with this new task, all DPC members have displayed 
their readiness to devote their maximum attention to these units and the fruits of 
their efforts, their interest and dedication are already beginning to be noticed 
throughout the length and breadth of the country, 


The DPC has also guided and directed the work of military classification, This is 
a patriotic movement composed of FAR members, aimed at upgrading combat and tech 

nical capability training as well as mastery in as little time as possible in the 

use of weapons and combat techniques and the maintenance of a high level of combat 
and mobilization readiness, 


It has consolidated and improved the efforts of the general staffs, which bring to- 
gether officers provided with solid skills, capable of properly directing combat 
actions on any sort of terrain, 


The effort made on behalf of the combat training programs at the military education 
centers is also noteworthy, 


On this 20th anniversary of the DPC we cannot omit mentioning the constant concern 
and encouragement the commander=in=-chief and minister of the FAR has shown in the 

daily effort to achieve higher levels of combat readiness of our troops, a maximal 
guarantee for the defense of the achievements attained by our people and of their 

peaceful and creative efforts, 


Nor can we overlook the valuable aid of the Soviet military experts, who have of- 
fered us their teachings, skills, experiences, modesty, simplicity and internation-=- 
alist awareness which are so typical of the sons of Lenin's fatherland, 











Today, when American imperialism is redoubling its threats of aggression against 
our country, the FAR's DPC haa succeeded in developing and perfecting methods and 
operational techniques that make it possible to better train officers, sergeants, 
privates and navymen in order to turn the words uttered by our commaniarin=-chief, 
Fidel Castro, at the Second Party Congress into reality: “Our nation has to be a 
tough bone to gnaw on for the teeth of Yankee imperialism and a splinter that 
mortally pierces its throat if it tries to attack us," 


11,466 
CSOs: 3010/1576 


78 








COUNTRY SECTION CUBA 


INDER HEAD EXPLAINS PREPARATIONS FOR CENTRAL AMERICAN GAMES 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 28 Jun 51 pp 45-49 


[Interview with Carlos Galvan Vila, president of INDER, by Jesus Casal Guerra; date 
f j 


arnA cians ‘Os AT 
and place not specified 


rext] After 52 years, Cuba will again host the oldest regional sports games: the 
+h Central American and Caribbean Games. To satisfy our curiosity, we interviewed 


i wee 


PP 
-omrade Carlos Galvan Vila, president of INDER [National Institute for Sports, 


~ 
ssw ~~ 


Physical Education and Recreation]. 


juestion] How does the organism that you head evaluate--politically and with re- 
rd to sports--the decision of the Cuban Olympic Committee to host the Central 
merican and Caribbean Games? 


nswer] In the first place, we must reaffirm that there are close work relations 


ee ee 


between LVDER and the Cuban Olympic Committee. As a result, our organism agreed 


ee OO ee 


iding the 14th Central American and Caribbean Games in Cuba is a great honor for 
untry, especially because, as 1S known, ODECABE [Central American and Carib- 

ports Organization] turned to our olympic committee when the continuity of 

7 nes was threatened by the Puerto Rican Government's decision to withdraw the 

financial support that it had promised to the city of Mayaguez, original site for 

D sports competition in the area. 


‘uba is credited with saving the continuity of the games. We are happy to see this 
~omnetition which was held in our fatherland 51 years ago return to Cuban soil. 


[Question] The planning of 22 sports in only 15 months causes some concern. How 
joes INDER plan to do all the remodeling work and what chance is there that every- 
thing will be ready by the planned date? 


[Answer] Planning 22 sports for the 14th games has significance; never before have 
that many occurred in these games. We will set a new standard. 


This challen > that we have outlined only 15 months in advance is an ambitious goal 
hecause historically the host country has 4 years to organize the games. However, 
-his is an exceptional situation. 
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It is necessary to remodel many installations and time is short. This has been 
considered by the organizing committee and we are taking firm steps in that direction. 


We are convinced that everything will be ready for the games because we have the 
decisive aid and endorsement of all parties. We especially know that the people 
Will make that responsibility theirs. 


[Question] Why have field hockey, table tennis and archery been planned if this is 
the first time that they will appear in these games? 


[Answer] Establishing a record in sports planning implies sports that will appear 
on the schedule for the first time. By including these three, we had in mind not 
nly the interests of the host country but other nations in the area. For example, 
field hockey has not only had a good start in Cuba but it has also had great ac- 
ceptance in the Caribbean countries. The same thing could be said about archery 
and table tennis; the latter has recently been approved by the International Olympic 
Committee as an Olympic sport. 


[Question] Do you think these games will set precedents for these regional 
competitions? 


[Answer] That is our opinion. In the organizing committee's presentation, comrade 
Jose Ramon Fernandez stated that they should be modest and dignified but well or- 
ganized games. They will set a precedent in the history of these competitions. 


Everything is rizht for these games to be an example of organization. The experi- 
ence acquired by our fatherland in holding international events of great importance 
permits us to make such a statement. 


We must also point out that the organizing committee includes many state committees, 
ninistries, organisms and all the mass organizations and the UJC [Union of Young 
Communists]. In other words, there is a solid structure in order to advance in this 
fight against time which we have undertaken. 


[Question] Will the games influence increased sports development in our mass parti- 
Cipation movement? 


[Answer] It is very logical that this will occur. After all, we must be fair and 
recognize that our people are responding very effectively to the call to achieve 
true mass participation in sports. We have seen with satisfaction how the installa- 
tions are used more; that is the result of the awareness that has been achieved. 


The cooperation received from all the political and mass organizations and the pro- 
vincial and municipal people's governments is decisive in this undertaking. 


The fact that the games will be held in Cuba supports the work to incorporate the 
people in sports activities. We have watched with concern how capitalist countries 
have organized similar events. The installations are not made available to the peo- 
ple who want to use them afterwards as a result of the enthusiasm aroused by wit- 
nessing such a spectacle. 


[Question] what chance does Cuba have to surpass its previous achievements, espe- 
cially since it will fight on its own terrain? 
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[Answer] The sports development attained by our country in recent years places us 
20d suoaagean We must remember that Cuba has led the Central American and 
Caribbean Games since the 10th games in Puerto Rico in 1966. 
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This means that during the last four competitions our = not on 
first place in the table by countries but they have slowly increased the total nun- 
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r of medals won and top places. 
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For example, in the preceding games that were held 4 years ago in Medellin, Colom- 

ia, Cuba won 120 titles, 44 seconds and 18 thirds which meant 346 medals — divided 

into 28 golds, 65 silvers and 23 bronze. Now that the games will be held on Cuban 

soil, it is logical that we will not only keep first place in countries but we wil ‘ 
ficht to win a greater number of titles and medals. 

hat we are most interested in is not the number of medals won, though. The main 
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COUNTRY SECTION EL SALVADOR 


TEMPORARY LAW ON ESTABLISHMENT, REGISTRATION OF POLITICAL PARTIES 

San Salvador LA PRENSA GRAFICA in Spanish 18 Jul 81 p 47 

[Text] Decree No 743 

Temporary Law on Establishment and Registration of Political Parties 

The Revolutionary Government Junta 

Whereas: 

I. Decree No 608, published in the Official Journai No 44, Volume 270, of 5 March 

of this year, repealed the Electoral Law issued by Legislative Decree No 292, of 

12 September 1961, published in the Official Journal No 166, Volume 192, of the same 
date, and all its subsequent reforms, therefore no legal instrument exists to regu- 


late the electoral function; 


II. All the citizens have a right to associate freely for the purpose of forming 
political parties; 


III. It is essential and unpostponable to begin, without wasting time, the process 
of democratization through the expedient of elections, so that the citizens may 
freely elect their future governors; 

IV. It is necessary to promulgate, beforehand, a temporary law to regulate the 
establishment and registration of political parties, so that electoral activity 
may begin as quickly as possible; 

Therefore: 

Using the authority conferred upon it by Decree No 1 of 15 October 1979, published 
in the Official Journal No 191, Volume 265, of the same date, and having heard the 
opinion of the Supreme Court of Justice, 


Decrees, sanctions and promulgates the following 


Temporary Law on Establishment and Registration of Political Parties 


82 











Section I. Purpose 


Article 1. The purpose of this law is to guarantee the constitutional right of the 
citizens to associate freely in order to establish political parties; and both the 
already existing political parties and the new political parties are subject to the 
terms specified in this law. 


Section II. On the Political Parties 


Article 2. The citizens who are qualified to exercise suffrage may become affiliated 
with the already existing parties, or organize to establish new political parties. 


Section III. On the Registered Parties 


Article 3. Recognition is to be given to the legal existence of the political parties 
registered in accordance with the previous law; however, in order to operate, they 
must submit to the Central Board of Elections the list of their governing bodies and 
their new bylaws, or expressly state that they will be governed by the previous ones. 


Section IV. On the Registration of New Parties 


icle 4. In order to establish a political party, at least 25 qualified citizens, 
miciled and residing in the country, must so desire: and this must be attested to 

a record. The charter in question must be registered officially before a notary, 
ith the appearance of the same citizens who signed it. 


; 
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irter cited in the foregoing paragraph must contain: 


Given name and surname, age , occupation or trade, civil status, nationality, 
lomicile, and number anddate of the personal identity card of each one of the 


. Name of the party, colors, symbols and insignia that have been adopted; a clear 
statement of its principles and objectives; as well as the given name and surname of 
the temporary board members and other organizers; and, 


. solemn affirmation made by them that they will engage in their activities in 
iccordance with the Political Constitution and other laws of the republic. 


he temporary board members or founders will submit, through the representatives espe- 
ially designated from among the members, a written request to the Central Board of 
Elections to be allowed to engage in recruitment activities, for the purpose of 
btaining the number of members required for the party's registration. That request 
t be accompanied by a certified copy of the official registration of the record 
‘ited in the first paragraph of this article, and the book or books required for 
che registration of members. 


m the first page of the book or books mentioned in the foregoing paragraph, there 


a | 


will be given an explanation, dated, sealed and signed by the members of the Central 
5oard oft Elections and its secretary, stating the purpose of the book, the number 








of pages that it contains, and the place and date of its compilation; and at the 
left side of each page sufficient space must be provided for marginal notes. 


Article 5. If there has been compliance with the stipulations contained in the 
foregoing article, the Central Board of Elections will authorize the recruitment 
activities of the requesters, will give them the credentials that they request and 
will return the books submitted with the explanation contained therein. 


Article 6. In the recruitment campaign, the organizers of each party may advertise 
using all the advertising media. 


In their campaigns, they must be subject to the provisions of the laws of the repub- 
lic, and may not engage in advertising that would violate morality and good manners. 


If a party being organized does not comply with the terms of the foregoing article, 
or does not meet the requirement made of it in writing by the Central Board of 
Elections, its activities will be suspended without further procedure. 


The decision whereby the activities of a new party are suspended will allow appeal 
for review, and once it has been issued as a writ of execution, it will be published 
in the Official Journal. 


Article 7. The recruitment campaign must end within a period of 60 days reckoned 
from the time of the respective authorization; and when this period terminates, the 
new parties must submit their books to the Central Board of Elections. 


The period cited in the foregoing paragraph may be extended up to 30 days, if the 
number of members needed is less than 25 percent of the number required in Article 
12 of this law. 


Article 8. Once the registration of members has been completed, after the last page 
used there will be given an explanation, noting the number of persons that it con- 
tains and the number of pages used. This explanation must be dated, sealed and 
signed by the officials of the party who are responsible for it. 


Article 9. During the organization of a political party, the latter must use the 
name given in its charter, followed by the words “in organization," and the same 
size and type of lettering must be used in both phrases. 


Section V. Record of New Political Parties 


Article 10. The Central Board of Elections will be responsible for the record of 
new political parties. 


Article ll. No request for registration will be accepted when it is proposed: 


1. To use names which relate to scate institutions or living individuals, or those 
who are deceased. 


2. To adopt as a symbol the national flag or coat-of-arms, or those of other 
countries. 
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To use names, mottoes, insignia, initials or colors which are the same as, even 
though in a different position from those of a party that is in organization or 
registered; or of organizations banned by law. 


Article 12. In order to become registered, the new parties must have at least 3,000 
members, who must be domiciled and reside in the territory of the republic. The 
affiliation with the party on the part of the citizen qualified to cast a vote will 
be entered in the respective Membership Book. 


Article 13. The request for registration will be made in writing, and signed and 
submitted personally by the members of the party's temporary board of directors 

who have been designated for this purpose, and it will be accompanied by the follow- 
ing documents: 


Certification of the minutes of the general assembly session at which definitive 
approval was given, by an absolute majority, for the statement of principles and 
bjectives, and bylaws of the party, its program of action, name, colors and 
insignia that have been adopted. 


Three copies of its bylaws. 


The complete list of its board members, noting their respective personal identity 


[The books recording members. 


‘9ks of members must contain the complete names, their original signatures, 
their civil status, occupation or trade, nationality, domicile, and number, place 
ind date of issuance of the personal identity card. If, for any reason, the member 
cannot sign, the signature will be replaced by his fingerprints. 
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[f the request for registration contains errors that can be corrected, 
the Central Board of Elections will notify the requesting political party of this, 

so that the latter may correct them within a period of 3 days reckoned from the 

date of notification. 

\rticle 15. When the request for registration has been accepted, there will be sent, 
ublication within 3 days, a notice in the Official Journal and in two newspapers 
with extensive circulation in the country, which states briefly the content of the 

st for registration that is sought, setting the compulsory period of 8 days, 


~ 
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reckoned from the date of its publication in the Official Journal, for any citizen 
sr registered political party to make the pertinent comments on the illeg-clity or 
impropriety of the request. 


hen that period has expired, a decision will be given within a period of 3 days, 
ind if the registration is denied, there must be a statement of the reasons for 


the denial, and the appeal for review will be allowed. 
\rticle 16. In the decision ordering the registration of a new political party, the 
‘entral Board of Elections will recognize its corporative status and will approve 


bylaws. That decision and the bylaws will be sent for publication in the 
fficial Journal. 








No political party will have a legal existence until there has been the pertinent 
publication in the Official Journal of the decision and bylaws, in accurdance with 
the foregoing paragraph. 


Article 1/7. When the requirements cited in the previous article have been met, the 
Central Board of Elections will enter the registration in the respective book, which 
must be done within the 3 working days after the date on which the decision ordering 
it was made, and it will contain: 


a. The number relating to the registration, name of the party, colors adopted, and 
its symbol or other insignia. 


b. Given name and surname, age, occupation or trade, domicile and number of the 
personal identity card of each one of the members of the requesting board of 
directors. 


c. A record that the request has been accompanied by all the certification cited in 
Article 13, and that the bylaws of the organization have been approved; and, 


d. Place, date and signatures oi the officials who must authorize the registration. 
Section VI. On the Obligations of the Political Parties 


Article 18. When a political party has been registered, it will be obliged to report, 
within 8 days of the occurrence at most, any change of members in its top-ranking 
governing body, through a certification of the item in the minutes of the respective 
session. 


Any political party which does not comply with the provisions of the foregoing para- 
graph will incur a fine of from 50 to 500 colones; and if it still does not comply 
within a period of 30 days reckoned from the date of notification of the fine, it 
will be suspended until it meets that requirement. 


Article 19. The reforms or changes in principles and objectives, programs of action, 
bylaws, names, colors and insignia agreed upon by a party will be recorded in a 
special entry, with a marginal note on the original indicating the new entry, for 
which purpose the same procedure prescribed in Article 15 of this law will be 
followed. 


Article 20. Only the political parties registered in accordance with this law may 
use the name "party". 


Section VII. Prohibitions 


Acticle 21. The political parties are prohibited from using the national emblems 
in their advertising, insignia and symbols. 


Article 22. The political parties are prohibited from conducting a recruitment cam- 
paign using news media that are owned by, or under the administration of the govern- 
ment of the republic, or autonomous or semi-autonomous government entities, or those 
of any religious entity. 











Article 23. No political advertising of any kind may be done by the clergy or laity 
invoking religious reasons, or making use of the people's religious beliefs. 


Article 24. No official or authority, either civilian or military, may take advantage 
of his position to engage in a recruitment campaign. 


Section VIII. Cancellation of Registrations 
Article 25. It is lawful to cancel the registration of a political party: 
Ll. As a result of the party's voluntary dissolution in accordance with its bylaws; 


2. When a political party violates the statement of principles and objectives 
declared in its request for registration, or subsequent reforms, and when the 
provisions of its own bylaws that relate to its organization are not complied with; 


and, 
In the instances cited in Articles 21 and 22 of this law. 


rhe cancellations will be made in the respective book, with a note in the registra- 

tion entry indicating the number and date of the cancellation. 

.rticle 26. The procedure for the cancellation of a political party may be started 
ficially, at the request of the attorney general of the republic, or any registered 

litical party. 
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\rticle 27. When the cancellation procedure has begun, a common hearing will be given 
1¢ 3 days to the attorney general of the republic and the representative of the 
litical party the cancellation of whose registration is being sought; and, whether 
they appear or not, testimony will start to be taken in the matter for a period of 
lays that are not extendible, within which time the parties may offer the pertinent 
vidence or the latter may be gathered officially by the Central Board of Elections. 
that period has expired, notification will be given for 3 days to each of the 
irties, so that they may argue the evidence, beginning with the attorney general of 
the republic; and the final decision must be handed down within the next 8 days. 
rhe decision that is made will allow the appeal for review, before the same court. 
the procedure has been started by the attorney general of the republic, or when 
.e Central Board of Elections orders the official cancellation of the registration 
solitical party, a hearing will be given within 3 days to the party the cancel- 
ition of whose registration is being sought, so that it may make use of its rights. 
[f the cancellation is opposed, testimony will start to be taken in the matter for a 
eriod of 8 days that are not exten'ible, following the other procedures cited in 
the foregoing paragraph. Otherwise, the procedure will be merely de jure, and the 
-inal decision will be handed down within the period of time noted in the foregoing 
iragraph, and it will allow the appeal for review. 


-. 
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\rticle 28. The decision containing the cancellation of a political party will be 
published just once in the Official Journal and in two newspapers with extensive 
irculation in the country. 








Section IX. Legal Status 


Article 29. The legal status of a political party will be fully legitimized with the 
copy of the Official Journal in which are published the decision and bylaws cited 

in the second paragraph of Article 16 of this law, or with the certification of 

the respective book prepared by the Central Board of Elections, in which there is 

a record of its registration as a political party. 


The legal representative of a political party will prove his legal status with the 
pertinent credentials prepared by the secretary general of the respective party. 
If the secretary general is the legal representative, the credentials will be 
prepared by the trustee. 


Section X. General Provisions 


Article 30. Inasmuch as suffrage is a function of major general concern, the private- 
ly owned newspaper, radio and television companies will be obliged to release to 

the public, without cost, messages of general interest issued by the Central Board 

of Elections of the Republic. When publicity campaigns aimed at motivating the citi- 
zens to exercise their suffrage are involved, the aforementioned companies will be 
required to apply the rate that is applicable to commercial firms. Failure to comply 
with this provision will cause the violator to incur a fine of from 50 to 500 colones. 


Article 31. The notifications will be made through transcribed records of the decision, 
signed and sealed by the secretary of the Central Board of Elections, which will be 
delivered personally to the party concerned, at the residence specified for receiving 
notifications, if there is one. Otherwise, the notification may be made to any 

board member of the political party, in which case a record will be made of the given 
name and surname, and the position that he holds in the party. 


When no location has been specified to receive notifications, the latter will be 
made just once in a newspaper with national circulation. 


Article 32. The certifications of the documents in its possession issued by the 
Central Board of Elections may be made by the photocopy systems, either typed or 
handwritten, and will have the value of authentic documents. In any event, those 
certifications must contain an explanation, signed by the secretary of the Central 
Board of Elections, indicating that they have been taken from their originals, and 
conform to the latter, having been compared. 


The explanation of the documents submitted to it, which must be returned to the 
parties concerned, may be made in the same manner. 


The erasures, interlinings and amendments will be noted and certified in the manner 
prescribed by the Code of Civil Procedures. The erasures will be made so that what 
has been erased may always be read. 


Article 33. The election authorities cited in this law will have the benefit of 
postal and telegraph franking privileges. 


Article 34. In all the records, procedures or certifications associated with electoral 
matters, plain paper will be used, and no taxes or duties of a fiscal or municipal 
nature will be charged for them. 
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Article 35. The registers that are established by this law, except the membership 
books of the political parties, are public; any citizen may consult them on the 
premises of the respective offices, and request in writing to have certification of 
any entry prepared for him, but must explain to the Central Board of Elections the 
reasons for his request. 


Article 36. The appeal for review cited in this law must bk filed with the Central 
Board of Elections within 3 days after the notification of the respective decision; 
and, once it has been allowed, the Board will set a period of 2 days for the parties 


a 


to submit their pleas in writing, and to reinforce the evidence offered with documen- 


ticle 37. In the instances not covered by this law, the common laws will be applied; 
and in the absence of the latter, the doctrines of the exponents of the law; and in 
the absence of both, considerations of good sense and natural reason. 


\rticle 38. Infractions of this law which are not especially punished will be penaliz- 
od with a fine of from 100 to 1,000 colones, depending on the seriousness of the case 
the repetition of the infractions. 


1 ) 


\rticle 39. The fines stipulated by this law will be imposed by the Central Board of 
+ions, will be deposited in the general fund of the nation and will be demanded 
the government. 
40. The Central Board of Elections is authorized to decide on the validity 
he documents and procedures carried out by the political parties which have 
ted a request for registration in accordance with the previous law, and to 
ike steps to register them if, in the opinion of the Board, they have met the 
requirements set in this law. 


Article 41. This law will go into effect 8 days after its publication in the Official 
fournal. and it will be in effect until the promulgation of the new Electoral Law. 


ssued in the Presidential Residence, San Salvador, on 7 July 1981. 
ngineer Jose Napoleon Duarte. 

olonel and Engineer Jaime Abdul Gutierrez. 

ose Antonio Morales Ehrlich. 

Dr. Jose Ramon Avalos Navarrete. 


-ineer Jose Ovidio Hernandez Delgado, Minister of Interior. 


Mario Antonio Solando, Minister of Justice. 











